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4H E example of a ht and 
an accompliſhed 's So Kg | 
| 04 moſt extellem Fieopbilur on a a- 
14 cred occaſion, emboldens me to dedicate to 
your 'Eordfhip the enſuing pages, which are 
the product of many a delightful hour of 
ſerious meditation, on the ring hills and ſo- 
litary plains in this kingdom. Ta 
When the enſuing —— firſt pro- 
.cceded from my pen, they were — 
with additional circumſtances of real plea- 
ſure, diſſipating a multiplicity of penſive 5 
thoughts from my mind, and though I feel 
-a kind of diffidence in ſubmitting. the enſu- 
ing Obſervations to the judgment of the pub- 
lick, yet as they are chiefly calculated to im- 
er mind and to promote 8 1 


uade 


bn DEDICATION. 
perſuade myſelf the work will meet your 


nohle uch eptafice on that actouſt. 


The countenance you have given to com- 


po ſitions df a religions nalure, dogether ith 


the many perſonal favours which I have re- 


ceived from your; Lordſhip, are e in- 


ducements to make me ſolicitous to have the 
following work appear under your patronage, 
which, by your Lordſhip's permiſſion, I 
commit to your, protection with the moſt af- 
fectionate gratitude. 'T have endeayourtd, as 
much as poſlible, to preſerve the ideas of 
dignity without the tincture of vanity or 
fondneſs of applauſe, ' which I know- you 
are as ſoficitous to ſhun, as you arc af 
to merits; and it gives me pleaſure in the 
thought of being known to thoſe into whole 


hands theſe may come, as one whom your 
Lordſhip has hanowel: With your ie 


er approbation. Is . 
I need not inform you that! the 9 


es and advantages of - Chriſtianity are ſu 
premely excellent, aid infinitely more dur- 
able than ul others: This ineſtimable he- 


ZE fing you poſlets, and Lam fully perſuaded, 


Howeverdifferent the ſentiments of many may 


be as to the doctrines contained in the enſu- 


Alo Work, they are exactly agteeable to your 
roligious principles, and your ſteady attach- 
ment to thoſe doctrines, your pious and uni- 
3 _— your waeren „ und 
? Qidtuble 


a 


| DEDICATION iii 
humble 8 is a prevailing evidence 
of your unfeigned regard for pure and un- 


defiled religion, and a powerful incitement 
to others to tread in the ſame ſteps, and to 


follow the ſame rule. 


But I muſt forbear, leaſt 1 mould give o- 
caſion for ſuſpicion of vain flattery: What 
I have already advanced, may ſerve for a 
. Jufficient reaſon why I covet to prefix this 

work to your Lordſhip's reſpectable name: 

And as it is impoſſible for me to wiſh you a 
richer bleſſing or a greater happineſs; may _ 
Supreme God, in whom the Gentiles tru 
bleſs you and- your's with all ſpiritual — 
ſings in Chriſt, and give you an inheritance 
among them that are ified. Influenced 
by ſuch a ſacred principle, may your Lord- 
ſhip perſeyere, under the favourable 
tion of the moſt High, that when you ſhall 
be called to reſign your exalted and honours 
able Titles to the heir of your virtues, your 
illuſtrious name may ever live, and leave be- 
hind you in the records of De Courcy, and in 
the annals of Ireland, the diſtingui ed hon- 
ours of ſuch an example, as nations yet un- 
born ſhall read with pleaſure, is the defire of, 


My Lonp, 
Reprinted at Your Loxperies 
Belfaſt | Moſt obedient and 


Dec. 1776. Moſt Humble Servant 
| JAMES POULSON. - 
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TN all delt the reader wil expedl that I 

give ſome account of the following ſbeets, which 
now make their appearance from the Preſs in the 
North of Ireland. I muft confe/s, that 2 
modes and forms, and apologies paid to fellow 
worms upon like occafions are tireſome to me. The 

principal Jar treated in the enſuing pages, are 
= 7 moſt eſſential doctrines of the reforma- 
. tion; which are the glory of the Chriſtian world; 
and I have endeavoured through the whole of the 
work 40 2 the ſcripture rule. This has been 


2756 2 part of the en ſuing work has already 
appeared from the Preſi, , has been honoured 
with ſome degree of ſucceſs , "and though I have 
made many alterations in the preſent work, yet the 
fſubjeAs are the ſame ; neither am I altogether with- 
aut ſome hopes, that this feeble at _ to advance 
the Redeemers glory in the church below, 1 
crowned with ſucceſs: Though it may 7 For 
the moſt exalted gratification to the gay and faſbion- 
able warld ; it may both edify and KATY others 
of a ſpiritual and more refined . 

. The only favour that I would Dit of 0 my readers 
is, that 1 may peruſe the enſuing 3 ib 
candour; and compare my Qbſervations with the in- 
Fallible fandard of eternal truth; and if they bear 
_ the flamp of the boly Bible, and paint ihe wanders 
of immortal trusb in lively and ſtriking colours, I 
| eb ade Vel, the alſcer nin leader will not re- 
R ect 
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28 Jar” 157 WINS upon that account. 1 56 
rave aud ſublime rf defended in vt work, 
are the ſhining ornaments bf yy rich, library; 
w affords ſerions entertai or” a leiſure 
bour, to thoſe who have a reliſh. for Divine litera- 
ture; who are formed for an infinite and unchan — 
able Felicity, gr Hh 

Fut theſe invaluable ths will not afford ay 
refined Pleaſure to perſons of an unontighined 
; neither ran they diſcern E Ning uiſbrng 
eauty in holineſs ; they care not I Theſe things ; 
they indulge #hemſetves in the little gaieties of time, 
al the thoughtleſs ſeries of diverflons, they grve 
the preference by far 10 their favourite amuſements, 
and neglett the great things which roncern their e- 
terual welfare. 

For my part, I have mt the withity to hoot 
the enſuing pages will meet the approbation of this 
polne age, neither do I imagine that T ſhall eſcape 
the cenſure of the critic; e at this unbap—- 
15 ay period of diſputation. bope and toi 

: are, though the work may * e excellent, that 

be uſeful. T acknowledge I bave not 
ed after the learned Philoſophers in my enqui- 
e rrath ; neither indeed d» I imagine that 
the Greek Philoſophers, with all their attainments; 
ever "attained to the knowledge of the true Cod; 
indeed it 45 certain they 49 not ; for profeſſing 
7. 7 5 70 be wot 5 thy became fools, "and 2 into 
gros iablatry nbrunt and vulgar ; 
changing 99 1 if the debts God, into 
an 1 85 e 1221. 10 corruptible man; 75 that 
- The 2 World. » wildom knew tbr Gad. 7 
bave 1 1 made choice of 4 different path, 
wherein, I preſume, the juſt will readily follow 
me ; and though my pages are not embelliſhed with 
the 


* 


r * * E n 
Mhe (os ornaments of Latin, 722 and Hebrew, 

e wot uſed the excellency of He 
25 Bel wiſdom. to tHuftrate the charming 6 ies 
84h 400 ilfe the dif, 4 eader ' 

uſed the wards. F truth and fober- 
2 5 100 is the happieft and Try 

language 7 8 - we can cover our mL 

entiments of reveale 4 relig Wn... 

And though there is nat has 42 'y-of 
that delightful turn of mind, that . 
imag inat ion, and "het 8 hs nature of” ſuc 
work , requires ; Though I cannot entertain 
readers with that 2 imity and delicacy of ] 
guage, which adorns every page of the writings 
of the learned and pious Mr. Hervey ; neither 
bave I the vanity to affect any reſemblance of 
that inimitable pen-man, who was the brighteſt 
genius of many ages ; nevertheleſs, according to my 
abilities, I tread in the ſame fteps, 1 ſpeak the 
ame things, 1 follow the ſame rule: If my lan- 
guage 5 from bis, my ſentiments, as to the 
grand eſſentials of Chriftianity, are the ſame : If our 
materials vary, they run into the ſame mould, and 
center in the ſame grand object; the ſame Lord, 
the ſame Spirit, the. ſame common Faith : And 
though be lives no longer, yet his pious name, and 
bis evangelical writings, will live, and be had in 
remembrance in the churches of Jeſus, to the lal- 
eft generations. 

is hat ſucceſs this work os meet 21 in the 
North of Ireland, time only muſt determine. [ 
can only ſay, that I have pas fas in this employ, 


05 


24 with a fincere unprejudiced defire to diſcover truth 


0 my readers, and ] have endeauoured as much as 
Poffible, to avoid giving offence either to Jew or 
Geatile, without deviating from the ſacred aracles 
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dle Th ro 7 ug, Ob/ervations' 
ould caſt the < 455 t upon — dim 
underſtandings br, any. en attempt, un- 


der the Divine bleſſing, Gould be 4 means giv- 
ing the everlaſting 7 F the Goſpel a Ae 
my aſpett to perſons of manifold denominati- 
Y a ny by this means, ſhould be brought-to 
Ja 3 of the truth as it is in Jeſus; ſueb 
@ teftimony, not from the voice of fame, but from 
the judicious reader, would be a pleaſing recom- 
pence of reward to the Author, and afford bin 4 


en W to any earthly gd 
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Tr 16 wich * kind of refadlunce; that 1 FA | 
cover my religious ſentiments in a way of 
diſputation. I have often On my diſap- 
probation of-' controverſial and I: had 
much rather retire from the liſts 'of diſputation ; 
but as neceſſity is laid upon me by the friends 
of truth; I have conſented to offer my thoughts 
from the Preſs, in favour of ſundry grand eſſen- 
tial doctrines of revealed religion, which has 
been treated with indignity and contempt in a 
late publication, which made its appearance 
from the Preſs in the city of Cork, entitled 
Thoughts ot Nature and Religion, or an a- 
pology for the * of een eee by 
Di 1 f . 6 Loli 

9 perſon inqui itive dif ions; 

I — 885 a ſketch of the Doctor's miſchievous 
1 and give them a ſpecimen of the 
anner how he acquits himſelf in that iniqui- 
tous . which has * be 


| 


wo wk — — —ñ̃ — 
* 


1 ae | 
fence to perſons of refinement in the ſouthern 


part of this kingdom; in particular, as the Doc- 


tor is a 


rſon of a liberal and polite education, 
of human 


—_— —— 


literature ; with thoſe fine accompliſhments he 
has executed his e As to the latter; 
in a pleaſing cor le, he has diſcoveted the 


#* 


- 
- 


fituation of his thoughts with elevated language. 
He ſeems to paint deſtruction gay, and paves 
with ſeeming les 


the broad road to eternal 
ruin; on which account-his production has been 
the more miſchievous in its influence ; ſtrikes 
the ſenſe the ſurer, and ſinks the deeper nes the 
minds of the unwary. ' * - = © 

In the introduction of his Apology for the- 
right of private judgment, he has diſcovered the 


author of genius: He ſpeaks ſo much, and forge 


things ſo ſenſibly, of Nature and Religion, and | [7 


of the imperfection of human knowledge, and of 
the miſtakes all men are liable to, that in fact 


\ 


ſtrange variety 


u 


of 
man of wiftlorn 


ever wiſh to 


| and which, Tam Forge obſerve, has ſince 04: 
—3 very perniciorts, not only fainting the minds | 


the unthinking many, but alf6'66rru 
morals ; pening a door to all manner: of- liceri« 
tious pracyces,' and inſtead of cultivating a ſa- 
cred principle and promoting an excellent prac- 


tice, it is the bane of both, which muſt Beute 


fenſive to perſoms of a religious eaſt. 
To ftand neuter or ſilent at ſuch an 
py period, Would argue an inſtance of einen 
Te rather than of chriſtian moderation. 
herefore I the more readily Rand forth to dif 
charge my obligation, and the more eſpecially 
as I was uſpedted of being the Author of that 
ſcene of error; and it was with the utmoſt dif- 
ficulty I ef the violence of the offended 


_ multitude in Tralee in the County .of- Kerry. 
I confeſs it is [ith regret I mention, that the 


fine talents of the Editor, has the unhappy ten- 
dency to exclude the Almighty © Saviour from 
all the operations of the Divine nature; to rob 


him of his etetnal pawer and Godhead, and re- 


duce him to the meanneſs of a creature. I 


your ealily bear with the Doctor's weakneſs in 
ome things, and readily excuſe him for being 
a little inconſiſtent with himſelf in circumſtanti- 
als in religion, ſeeing the beſt of writers are li- 
able to miſtakes , but when I perceived. him o- 


5 penly and maliciouſly exert his miſchievous, in- 


ce to'peryert and, deſtroy, the doctrine of 


2 Sin: When he eveled his poiſonous 
t againſt the doctrine of Divine revelation, 


denying the immortality of the ſoul: I could 
up longer bear with the Doctor's darigg 1 


nor 


us tenets, which: the! | 


— 


TE x 


not give place to his encroachments, but witk- 
therh with firm reſolution, and zeal. of 
- For my parts I feel a, bw of LENS, 


OBSERVATIONS oN ORIGINAL SIN. 


HE Dr. Adern cc that Orivital Sin Uhiefly 
conſiſts in Zve's defire ts, know Adam, 
and his gratifying her deſite“ 4 pretty device, 
to blind the Finke of the unthinkitig many. If 
the Dr. was a ſtranger to a liberal and polite e- 
os ducation, T ſhould not much wonder at his inde- 
licate mode of Writing; and if the reader chooſes 
to give himleif the trouble to conſult the Doc- 
A 


/ 


0 

tors unchaſte {entiments' on this ſubject, he may 

ſee them at large in his compoſition, pages 40 

to 43, which modeſty obliges me to ont tran- 

ſcribmg,' and which ought not to be once menti- 
oned among: Chriſtians; - How the Dr. can thus 
demean himſelf, or ſuffer 'ſuch evil communica= 
tion to proceed from his pen, I cannot conceive. 

If he had a proper idea of the divine article un- 

der conſideratiom, I am f 7 he would 

00 thus eclipſe the gl * his pen, nor ſo griev- 

A debaſe one of principles of the 
cles of Heaven. Wia sse us the Dr. may i- 

4 . — ſure T am, that his ridiculous flights of 
wanton imagination ori this ſublime ſubject, can- 
not be admitted with any degree of decency: by 
perſons of refinement; Tuch impure principles are 

no inconſiderahle blemiſhes in Fs writings, and 
will appear conſpicuous in the Hou o errors to 

great diſhonour. n. 3 Ii 
As the Dr. ſees « farben ranger to the na- 
Aue of Original Sin, I would adviſe him to con- 
fult the ſacred writings, and if he ſhould be in- 
clined to examine the ſacred hiſtory in favour. of 
this Divine article, in all probabilnty he will ſer 
reaſon to acknowledge the unpropriety of his ſen. 

. iments, and retract them openly. Let the Dr. 

| 'confider, that Original Sin conſiſts in the diſobedi- 
ence of our firſt Parents in eating of the forbid- 

den fruit. This was the fin which involved Adam 

and all 2 into a ſtate of unutterable 
miſery, is therefore called by the early Fa- 

thers © Unſpeakable in its greatneſs” It is one 

of the firſt principles of the oracles of Heaven, 

1 from the writings of either Tul, 

1 or Seneca, nor from the traditions of the 

Kae, but from the records of Heaven; . a 
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che ſtandard of 9 | he invariablk 
doctrine of the Hol pou ſame vein 
evangelical He RG gd all che bock of / 
God. To this diſtinguiſhing article of Chtiſtia-, 
ay gave all the Prophets, and poles 1 7 
| and it wes the doctrine of Chriſt 
* ah 74 
ewho aokno it, ow y 
it ; but to me it appears.of all p 's the moſt ſig- 
2 de ag e dogs! exefore, it muſt 


was, is the invariable doc- 
— ors cb 1 * and the a- 
vowed belief of het moſt. eminent Dirines; and 
is alſo a favourite article with our We) minſter 
Divine. | Theſe are my 1 in favour 
- the: -dotring under {conſideration | 
Sieb gives the higheſt ee F 
I the ſerious unprejudiced OIL, will conſider 
all theſe Divine authorities toge I hope 
they. will:convance him of wh 75 the 0 
trine of Originai Sin, which ce 
* copiouſly revealed in the Divine pe fs 
alas ] how: difficult is it to bring men to 1 
ledge it, and with what reluctance are they 
brought to canſeſs it, until the eyes of their un- 
. J&derftandings are opened, whereby the perceive 
the depravity of their fallen nature: and 
not till then, will they e that they 
were born in in, and that in, has abounded in 
them, in /their; hearts and in their lives, from 
their youth. This is a very humbling, but it 
is a real view. of human nature, and we need | 
not go back to diſtant ages, nor unfold the re- 
cords of eternity to prove this doctrine; we 58 
it near at hand, if men's pride and ig e 
lg 


- would fuffer thona dn fee its bub fin has 


685 

ed dhe nde Runding — — and de 
their judgments, that will not a 
what is revealed in the infallible Vexipitires of - 
truth. I have often wondered to ſee miniſters 

weary themſelves in concerting meaſures to de- 
ſtroy this Article of our Chriſtian faith, which 
was delivered is the ſaints more than ſeventeen 
hundred years ago, without beſtowing one ſingle 
hour im ſearching the records of eternal truth, 
ts ſee whether it be of Divine authority or not. 
For my ore do aſſure the reader, it is not a 
fondneſs for diſputing, but a diſintereſted regard 
for truth, conſtrains me to contend earneſtly for 
it; and what there is offenſive to the ſtricteſt 
modeſty in the doctrine of Original Sin, F can- 
not conceive. Does it offer any injury to the 
nature or character of fallen man, or does it 
miſlead and deceve men? by no means. I it 
informs them of their diſeaſe,” it points to the 
only remedy. But the Dr. imagines that it bes 
trays a want of moral excellency to acknow- 
e che depravity of human nature. But 1 
think the Dr. is grłatly miſtaken ; for che doo- 
trine of Oyiginal Sin is the genuine ſenſe of the 
Scriptures; it is the ſum and ſubſtance of theif 
Heavenly meſſage; we have not 10 of 
three, but have a cloud of witneſſes in the ſacred 
Oracles. The proofs are almoſt innumeruble, 
and pour in their evidence from every quotati- 
on, I would gladly invite the reader's attenti- 
on to that form of found words contained in that 
memorable paſſage Pſalm' li. 5: ” Brbotd, aid 
that divine Philoſopher David, 7 was 4p in 
Miquity, and in fin did my mother conceive me. 
This is the report made of human nature, 

man after God's own heart; and however diſ- 


* 
2 


nt to 


(:16:)) | 
g the declaration may appear to perſpns., 
of a — — turn of mind, it is a true and faithj- 
ful ſaying, and we have the ſame teſtimony con- 
firmed by a higher than David; by the infinite- 
ly wiſe Obſerver: himſelf. They are altogether 
become filthy Plalm xiv. g. This is a fad but a 
certain truth, that ſhould never depart from the 
Doctor's memory, nor ever be omitted in any 
of our confeſſions; and ſuppoſe there was no 
original guilt is there not actual tranſgreſſion 
enough in the beſt of men, 1 ſtain their pride 
and fill them with ſhame?. I perſuade myſelf, 
thoſe who are acquainted with e ſinful peverſe- 
neſs of their depraved nature will acknowledge, 
Ss a ſinful diſpoſition is as early as their exſſt- 
| ence, and, that they are tranſ eſſors from the 
womb, therefore i it is called the fin. of our nature, 
becauſe it comes into the world with us; and 
we may, trace its original from Adam's tran(-: 
fion.; ſo that the very mould into which our 
Geſtion are caſt, prove us perverſe by nature. 
Andi is it not the language of the believer's ex- 
perience, that the contagion has ſpread itſelf 
through the whole man, ſo that not only the 
words of his mouth, but the meditations of his 
heart are evil, and that continually. Agree: | 
able to this doctrine is the gth Article the 
eſtabliſhed church There is no: health. in us"! 
a metaphor, taken from a diſtempered body, in 
which the whole head is fick, and rhe 1whole heart 
faint Iſa. i. 5. And, if the diſputants againſt 
this doctrine would examine the oracles of Hea- 
8 with an unprejudiced mind, they would 
| ceive. the crimſon ſtain, has has © o deeply 
NS their nature, that the waters of the uni- 
verſal deluge can never purge it away, 1 
5 u 


A - i - 
_ ſuch is the malignant nature of Original Sin, 
and the Exceeding ſinfulneſs of it; that it will 
yielid.. to nothing but to the precious blood of 
Chrift, to the ſdcriſical blood of the Lamb, to 
that fountain opened for ſin and for uncleanneſs ; 
and this is the ruined ſtate of af mankind by 
nature, whether they perceive it or not; and 
nothing could poſſibly affect their recovery but 
the iheſtimable ranſom paid to deliver them from 
the depths of miſery, and the influence of Di- 
vine grace in due time to ſanctify and raiſe them 
to the ſurnmit of glory. ß. 
This doctrine, inſtead of ſtriking terror to 
the minds of men, or inſtead of diſpiriting any 
of the diſciples of Jeſus, 4s full of Divine conſo- 
lation to Tuined” heavy laden ſinners, and is a 
moſt powerful incentive to a holy deteſtation of 
ſin, and a godly ſbrrow for it; and I am fully 
rſuaded, if the advocates for the powers of 
Allen reaſon, Who expect to merit the Divine 
favour, By a conformity to the rules of natural 
religion, Were once brought to the knowledge 
of their original impurity, they would never 
more opet! their mouths to extol[ human nature, 
nor glory in their own attainments, bur own, 
with, humble ſhame, their guilt and their un- 
worthineſs; in imitation of an evangelical Pro- 
Phet, Id. vi. . 1 1-200 ede 
For my part, I don't wonder that this evange- 
ical doctrine meets ſo much oppoſition from 
the carnal world, for it is as far above their 
comprehenſion, as the Heavens are above the 
earth, and directly oppoſite to the carnal mind. 
It ſtrikes at the very root of human pride, and 
cuts aſſunder the very ſinews of every lofty i- 
magination, and if it was not one of the foun- 
Fol 'B , "dation 


\ 
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Adin truths of 14 which is l anjcagt © 
his hid. treaſures, it would have been deſtroyed: 
long ago, by the many powerful adverſaries 
Who. have riſen, up. againſt it. But alas, what 
can mortals do; kgs can nothingneſs and va- 
nity. do; Can they ſtand before conſuming fire? 
No more can they deſtroy this diwine article, 
which ſhall fa ſtand, while eternal ages roll away. 
wish the inquiſitive reader would, lend his 
attention for a ou nl, if he has leiſure, 
and take a view of the deſcription given of man 
in his native ſtate, by. one . the ableſt miniſters 
of the New eB a writer of the firſt diſ- 
tinction, and of the fineſt diſcernment, on whoſe 
; judgment we may ſafely rely Nothing, I think, 
can create a juſter idea of of fallen man than the 
whole chapter from whence 1 Gn” my infor- 
matzon, Rom. iii. 4 
The author of this epiſtle was once as proud 
a boaſter of human nature as any; he was zeal-. 
ous for the traditions of his fathers, and went, 
2 to eſtabliſh. his own righteouſneſs in oppo- 
to that of Jeſus,------But when he was 
convinced of his miſtaken appr ebenen of hu- 
man nature; when he was brought to his right 
mind; when he was under the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord, and favoured with clear 
manifeſtations of Divine truth. Under thofe 
ſublime revelations. of the glory of Chriſt ; the 
depravity-of his nature and the impurity of his 
heart were not only. apparent, 'but glaring, and 
overwhelmed him with ſelf-abaſement. When 
once that Divine ſcholar ſaw. himſelf overſpread 
with! an inherent depravity, he could not forbear 
crying ont O. wretched. man that I am, Cc.“ 
Not: that he was wretched in his perſcnal heal 
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ter; o defiled with any abominable pollutions, 
for de Was now 4 preacher of righteouſneſs, 
and '# ſaint of the moſt diſtinguiſhed luſtre; 
But the eyes of his underſtanding being opened 
by the influenee of the Divine (parity he ſaw the 
Ring, the Lord of hoſts ;-and: view of his na- 
al ftate, with a clear — Divine 
law, aſtonimed that divine Philoſopher. He 
Was fuck with amazement at the miſappre- 
henſtons tliat he once formed of the dignity of 
human nature, 2 acknowledges: that 
it was all owing to ignorance and Anbelief. 
It watild be well if the diſputants of this doc- 
trie Were made thus ſenſible of their ignorance: 
and unbekef; if they were, they wauld readily 
go and do as Paul did When grace had well, 
refi'd His heart, his tongue was like the 
of a ready writer. When he was made fen“ 
ſrble of the miſerable ſtate of man n 
| 2 che tongue of the learned; he Proceeds: 
to give the following defcription. * 

There is none righteous, no not one.-There 
is none that underſtandeth. There is none 
that ſeeketh after God ----Fhey are all gone 
out of the way. There is none that doeth 

no not one. Their throat is an open ſe- 
pulchre Wich their tongues they have uſed 
deceit. -The poiſon of aſps is undder their 
lips. Whoſe month is full of curſing and bit- 
terneſs. . Their feet are ſwift to ſhed blood. 
HDeſtruction and miſery are in their ways. 
And the way of peace they have not known. 
There is no 1 Pore God before their eyes. 

Is this man's real character, and the ſtate. of 
all mankind by nature; how- {ad their ſtate by 
mtare is------ Where yaa is boaſting; is it _ 

2 or 
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for ever excluded? If all have ſinned᷑ and come 
ſhort. of the glory of God, is not every mouth 
ſtopped { Are not the adyerſaries of this doctrine 

obliged to acknowledge, that ſhame and oont 
fuſion belongs to them that are ſinful? "uh 
Let the candid. reader indulge a ſerious BETS 
for a fe moments, and reflect on the fore · cited 
deſcription, which lies within the reach of every 
diſcerning reader, and I perſuade myſelf, upon 2 
cloſe refſection, the judicious reader will ſee a- 
bundant reaſon for the moſt unreproachable a- 
mong men to be aſhamed at the 3 
of their extreme meanneſs and depravity by na- 
ture, rather than entertain one conceited appre- 
henſion of man Ggnty: or, glory in ern on 
parag ded 
But this dif) f FOR ion is not intende 
to diſctedit the aging aſript of the righteous, . 
nor as an open rebuke to the ſpecious hy po- 
crite, who is preciſe in the form, but deſtitute 
of the power of religion. Neither can it be 
confined to the wicked and prophane; but the 
deſeription is deſigned to fee Garth” the ſtate of 
all mankind by nature, to ſtain the pride of 
man, that no fleſh ſhould glory in the Divine 
preſence. And we cannot imagine that the ſa- 

cred Oracles miſrepreſent fallen man, when they 
deſcribe him as f/thy and abominable. Let aA, 
turn our eyes which way we will, we ſhall ſee 
matters of fact to prove it, and experience de- 
monſtrates, that the corruption of our fallen 
nature js the cauſe of all the impurity of our 
affections; and if this were not the proper 
character of fallen man, what reaſon can be 
aſſigned why the ſcriptures: pour ſo much con- 
1 upon human * and deſcribe —4 
| whole 
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whole race of man ac drinking in imquity lite 
water, deceitful, and deſperately wicked. A- 
baſing characters! enough to ſtain all human 
pride. Whereas if man were by nature pure, 
and as perfectly innocent as Adam was. in a ſtate 
of innoceney, if this had been the exalted fitu- 
- ation; of the {ons of men, when the moſt High 
condeſeended tò take cognizance of them, to ſee 
if there were any that did underſtand or feek 
after God, ſurely the moſt High would readily 
have proclaimed them altogetber pure and up- 
right, that there were none of the human race 
inelined to evil; no not one. But the deſeripti⸗ 
on given of man, both in the Old and Neu- 
Teſtaments are quite the reverſe; Pſalm liii. 2, 
3. Job xv. 16. Rom. iii. 23. and I ſee no rea- 
ſon to queſtion” the Divine vera city. 


Pethaps ſome of my readers may think ma 
tedious on this important ſubject ; that I ſpeak 
too 'diminutively;, of human reaſon: Fown my 
obſervations in favour of this antient dyctrins 
may differ from the generality of our new 
ſchemes of divinity, for they are written in the 
ſtile of what many call o, drumity,: and indeed 
the doctrine of Original Sin, is as old as the 
creation; We may trace it from the ancient 
ſcriptures,' from whence I deri ve all my ob- 
ſervations-. But J find there are a ſet of men 
in our age, more liberal in their ſentiments, 
and of ſuperior diſeernment in tlieir own 
eſteem to the inſpired writers; Who deny this 
doctrine, and aſſiduouſſy propagate another goſ- 
pel, extoling the dignity of 1 human nature; a 
doctrine never taught by any of the Prophets, 
nor once mentioned by any of the inſpired A- 
poſtles; and it is aſtbniſhing ta think what 
Fe B 3 | wretched 
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. wretched ſhifts thoſe men make for want of'# 
new Bible to accompliſh ' their evil deſign. 
That God created man upright, after his own 
„and implanted in him inferior principles 
of ture, ſuch as are common to men, and in- 
veſted him with ſuperivur principles of grace and 
eee ſpiritual; holy and divine; this I readi⸗ 
admit, otherwiſe; man muſt be without any 
fic _ as inclination or will; but man, vain 
man, being inveſted with honour, 
—.— High as his riſing was, he ſoon ſet 
in diſmal darkneſs, which covered the and 
groſs datkneſs tlie people. He ſoon. fell from 
that ſtate of innocence in which he was created, 
and thereby involved himſelf and his whole poſ- 
terity into a ſtate. of unutterable miſery ; and in 
order to bring this important truth home. to the 
readers underſtanding; I beg leave to invite his 
attention to the unerring © teſtimony given by 
one of the chiefeſt Apoſtles;------By the offence 
of one, fin entered into Fhe world, and death by fin, 
death paſſed upon all men, for that all have 
| Fnned-——-=-One would think it was impoſſible 
for the attentive reader, after ſuch clear incon- 
teſtible proofs i in favour of this doctrine, ever- 
more to reject or deny it- When Adam diſo- 
bey ed the Divine law, he fled from the preſence 
of his Maker, fell under the Divine reſentment; 
loſt communion/with God, and he ſuſtained the 
loſs of his innocence, and ori ae See ee | 
together. In conſequence of which, the haly, 


ſpirit, that divine inhabitant, departed from 
him, and he fell into the horrible pit of- corrupt 
nature, and ſpiritual death inſtantly, took place, 
Thus Adam's nature became impure by his own” 
free will, and all his NOT became ſinful 
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through his diſobedience imputed to them, the 
fame way as Chriſt's feed are made righteoug 
through his righteouſneſs imputed to them. <---- 
Thus I have given the reader ſome informati- 
on how all the poſterity of Adam become guiſty 
before God, and inſtead of being pure or free 
from ſinful diſpoſitions, they are dead in trepaſ- 
ſes and fin; in the gall of bitternefs, and in the 
bond of iniquity ; and the elect of God, though 
they are choſen in Chrift, and given to him, 
though they are preſerved in him, ant] wnited to 
him, though they are accepred in the beloved, 
and compleat in him, and repreſented by him, 
>----Theſe alſo fell in Adam into the corrupti- 
on of human nature, and are by nature child- 
ren of wrath even as others for a time; never- 
theleſs they were preſerved in Chriſt with a ſe- 
eret preſervation from everlaſting, Jude i. and 
even in the fall they were preſeryed from falling 
into a ſtate of final condemnation, Rom. viii. x, 
from the ſecond death, and from falling irre- 
coverably ; and in due time, according to his e- 
ternal purpoſe, he calls them by his grace out 
of darkneſs into his marvellous light, and he 
will preſerve them amidft all the changing ſcenes 
of life, and at laſt preſent them faultleſs before 
the preſence of his Father's glory, with exceed 
ing joy.-----To his doctrine gave all the Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles witneſs, ſo that if there be 
no truth in it, there is no truth in the ſcrip- 
Let the Scribes of our age try their ſkill with 
this doctrine, I mean the diſputants of this world, 
who arrogate to themſelves the title of free- 
thinkers; let them produce, if they can, one 
ſingle inftance of my dignity of human nature. 
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I have converſed with many, perſons of merit, 
| ſome of the principal ſpeakers in favour of free-, / 
will, I have read every publication that I cou 
obtain in defence of it; but alas, they are all at 
a loſs to prove the point. And if man comes 
into the world with all thoſe noble faculties 
which they ſo much boaſt of, how comes it to 
paſs, that ſo many evil habits appear ſo early in 
the znfant race? Don't they imbibe pride and 
Paſſion almoſt as ſoon as their young pulſes be- 
gin to beat? As ſoon as they are born, ſays a 
divine hiſtorian, they go aſtray; and if this pro- 
penſity to evil be obſeryable in all children; 
From whence do they derive the unhappy bias ? 
-----Is it from their parents, or from their tu- 
rors ? We frequently behold their angry paſſions 
{well and riſe, and their little hands lifted up 
ready to tear each others eyes, From whence 
do thoſe evil Wr proceed; can we ſup- 
poſe they catch the diffuſive habit, from the ex- 
ample of others ?------How comes it to paſs 
that lying and evil ſpeaking appear in them ſo 
early, long before they have an opportu- 
nity to fix theſe-evil habits in their hearts, by 
cuſtom in actual tranſgreſſion? All this cannot 
be owing to an irregular education, but rather 
to a principle of internal depravity, The ſeeds 
of iniquity are within them from their youth, I 
had almoſt ſaid from their firſt formation in the 
womb. I was ſbapen in intquity, ſaid a ſhin- 
ing light, who now makes a conſiderable figure 
in che courts boss. ; 
And ſuppoſe there was a diſpoſition in man 
naturally to chooſe things that are excellent, and 
refuſe things that are ſinful, how comes it to 
paſs that men chooſe the broad road that leads 
. to 
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th eternal ruin, and refuſe the narrow path that 
leads to eternal life? how blind muſt men be 
to their eternal intereſt, nay how ſtupid and 
ignorant muſt they be who chooſe death ra- 
ther than life. Is not this 4 plain demonſtrati- 
on of the corruption and depravity of human na- 
ture? If fallen man be not corrupted with' fin; 
how comes it to paſs that they are ſo frequent- 
by hurried away by their luſts into a thouſand 
ange irregularities, which are deplorably evil 
in themſelves, and often attended with fatal 
conſequences? Whence proceed thoſe evil paſ- 
fions, and vile affections, which rule and reign 
in the children of diſobedience, and which often 
hurries men to priſons ;-and ſometimes to death. 
How comes it to paſs that all'mankind; by na- 
ture, are enemies to God by wicked works? 
From whence proceeds that hardneſs of heart 

and that blindneſs of mind, that impiety and in- 
fidelity which ſo much abounds; what can thoſe 
things be owing to, but human folly? From 
"whence come wars and fightings among you ; come 
they not hence, ſays the Apoſtle, don't they pro- 

ceed from the ſame' corrupt fountain. Surely if 
the fountain be polluted, the ſtream muſt needs 
be impure. O the innumerable evils that man 
is fallen into by original apoſtacy, and the many 
ſorrowful effects Which proceed from that ſingle 
cauſe; and this hereditary defilement has taint- 
ed not a few only, of the ſons of men, but all 
without exception, the ſinful leproſy has taint- 
ed all the deſcendants of the fallen race of Adam. 
According to the gth Article of the eſtabliſned 
church, Original Sin ts the fault and corrupti- 
on of every man that naturally is engendered of the 
offspring of Adam.“ So that Adam's diſobedi- 
| ence 
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ence has been the-bane of our nature, and would 
have plunged our better part into eternal per- 
dition, had not an able ſufficient Redeemer inter- 
 poſtd, and given himſelf a ranſom for his many. 
And if there be any diſpoſitions of. grace and 
holineſs in man by nature, where may we ex- 
to find thoſe, traces of the Divine i ? 
ppoſe we examine the underſtanding, that 
ſublime faculty of the ſoul, which firſt preſents 
itfelf do our - obſervation. Ta ſome pious 
reader may — 2 hope to Fun hey is. 
diſpoſition m e its appearance there; but alas, 
tis all in vain, We tay as well expect to ſtrike 
fire out of ice, as expect an holy diſpoſition in 
- the human underſtanding. It cannot be, for it is 
both darkened and depraved alſo. And accord- 
ing to the Apoſtles deſcription, nothing but 
darkneſs, without the leaſt dawn of divine light 
Eph. iv. 18. therefore the underſtanding muſt, be 
apened by the enlightening influence of the Di- 
vine ſpirit before any good mung ag take place 
there, before they can diſcern. the. depravity. f 
their corrupt nature, or underſtand the ene 
7 Can a man ſee without eyes; and having 
eyes, can he diſtinguiſn colours without light? 
The eyes of the underſtanding muſt be opened, 
before men can behold the wonderful truths con- 
tained in the law of God, and before any di- 
vine principle of light can take place there; 
and if the underſtandings of men were not great- 
ly darkened, they would not ſq frequently miſ- 
take the way of ſalvation, neither would they 
reject the council of God againſt themſelves. 
But the voice of experience us that the 


natural man, let his external faculties be what 
they will, cannot diſcern the things of the ſpi- 
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rit of God. Where then. does 


.cxrallency of 
10 5 e to ny oo: 
e us Proper gs to the human: ) 
Far he reader's 0 ſhall indulge a roy: 
Ng, nder, and ne this commanding 
end pug e in man; for the heart is the ſent 
and if there be any good 
A in man Naturally, towards the Lord God 
of. Iſrael, .it will make its appearance there. 

Let us examine this e with due if 
from ſcripture wee png matters of fact; and by their 
i've ok . let the truth be eſtabliſned. 
ook around, we may ſee; what men's 

ts a to be moſtly ſet upon, What are 

they graiping after, an purſuing with all their 
hearts ? Is God in r thoughts; is he the 
fi = a gh of their (cp 1s gratitude to 
enerous benefactor the ruling — in 

their 1 A very little acquaintance with the 

men of this generation will pon convince us, 
that in the unrenewed heart dwells 7 thing. . 
Let ug examine our Lord's hiſtory of the unrege- 
ne rate heart, Mark pi. 20, 21, 22, 33. It We 
may credit any thing, we may eredit what the 
voice from Heaven declares, that there is no- 
thing but the poiſonous ſeeds of iniquity lodged 
in this nurſery: of all evil; and. ſo far from hav- 
ing any divine principle of love to God, that it 
ctuated by a principle of hatred againſt him 
pie this aſtoniſhing impiety diſcovers. itſelf, by 
is gprainng to — ley of God, to the word 
to the ways of God, to the ordinances 
of. his houſe, | 1 to all his commandments. 
The unrenewed heart is under another domini- 
* and engaged in another intereſt. Sin and 
tan reign there, ſo that there can 9 
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thing % until Almighty race chan the cor- 
rüßpt heart, and give a e Seren new 
diſpoſitions of grace and holineſs take place, then 
he ſheds abroad his love there, and ſtam ps his i- 
mage there; ſends his word there, and writes his 
law there ; then he adorns it with all the gifts and 
graces of the Divine ſpirit, and takes up his a- 
o were 1] 1; Lat, 141 
But until this divine change takes place, tlie 
Suman'ibeart,”- with all its boaſted faculties, is 
entirely deſtitute of every good diſpoſition ; and 
have we not awful proofs of the aſcendency of 
evil habits in this repoſitory of iniquity ; have 
they not got poſſeſſion and ſeized 'the throne; 
have we not the moſt convincing teſtimonies 
it; look Which way we will, che Whole world 
of ungodly men ſeems to be lying in wicked 
neſs, and the ſeeds of iniquity has taken ſuch 
deep root in the hearts of the children of diſo- 
.bedience, that they can never be removed b 
all the force of moral reaſoning, wech is man 
capable of attaining any ſpiritual diſpoſition by 
any means in his power; till divine grace inter- 
poſe and openeth the heart, then all things be- 
come new, 7!) ++ ALS ISS ATTIC >a 4kf 
Let us proceed to examine the will and af- 
fections, thoſe diſtinguiſned faculties, which run 
through the whole man. Some perhaps may i- 
: magine this property belongs to the will of man, 
but the will is defective alſo, and fo deplorably 
vitiated, as to loath the ſpiritual manna, and be 
fond of that which is evil. I admit, in the 
ordinary affairs of life, the human will is under 
no reſtraint, and even in the external acts of 


keligious devotion, the human will is free. Per- 
: ſons may, if they pleaſe, attend upon Divine 
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ordinances; they may watch at w wiſdom's ga 
and wait at the; poſts of her doors, and NO: 
all the external forms of 3 worſhip, as 
thei Phariſees. of old did 4 but to rim any 
ſpiritual, duty, to worſhip God i in ſpirit and LA 

truth, they have neither will nor en 
an unrenewed perſon — himſelf in the ford, | 
or take pleaſure in holineſs, can he love and 7 
god at one and the l 
affections on things above, when they are alien- 
ared from the life of God ? It cannot be : Doth 
a fountain ſend forth at the ſamę zime bitter, 
water and meet d It. is all impoſſib le, we can 
not ſo far deny our reaſon : The bias of the bun 
man wi/l is 2 to holineſs, till ſovereign grace 
makey, 6 difference ras wen, they, a un wih) 
to come to 1 10 
* Bur as tp. ſinful neee and carnal 
vęrſionis, theſe are their delight and their favour- 
ite,employ z theſe. deluſive ſcenes: of imaginary 
pleaſures engage their attention, and engroſs their 
warmeſt: affections 4; they will riſe, up early. and 
fit up. fate 55 aer cold der aue will retar 
them from gratif auc tite; ſuch 
is their extreme fondneſs e 0 Near 
of time, while they diſeſteem the glories of eter. 
nity. As to ſacred devotion what 4 wear ine/s i. 15 
it to them, with what reluctance and inſenſibi 


lity do they attend divine ordinances; how fre; be. 


quently, do they forſake the aſſembling of them; 
ſelves , together. in the houſe of Gd. where 
prayer is wont to be. nade? Neither, do theſe 
perſons; defire the knowledge of his ways; and 
if this be the true ſtate of the human will, hy 
17 boaſt, of the power and excellency 
FRAN For my part, I have . ſtrict enquiry 

| into. 
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own'choice, we mall m a Origin In was 
the confequentee of their free i. And hath 
the human will been Afficefitly" tried ſmee 
i; Was it dt fried before the food, When 
Tenth © of days and ſtrengtk of vonſtitutiön für- 
niſfted men with'the greareft opportunity to im. 
ve all the powers of the But 'mftead 
2 t it had loſt in the fal man- 
worſe and worfe Aud Gid Sa 

e WR) of of mm dis great; Cr. But 

Tat nth Wud be more wiſe thin his Maker, 
otherwiſe i Fowuld not beaſt of the exetllericy 


of the human wi. Tf any of my readers hade 


fallen into this miſtake, let me intreat of them, 
to weigh and Sonfidler attentivety what Has been 
before f4id on the ſubject, and che Lord direct 
their hearts ints the knowledge of the truth: 

F muſt confeſts, zealous as I am for the doc- 
trine under conſideration, i there was not the 
moſt inconiteſtible proofs of i it in the Divine word, 
if there was not daily proofs of the corruption 
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ing frequent inſurrections in all; if che 
32225 bdrm yew Ei 
of Adam's race} I would be far from contend- 
ing earneſtly for it; but the irreconcilab ite 
verſion. there is in man/.naturalty.'to this 
trine, is a proof of the corruption of the bums. 
wil}; and their deriying it, is one of the 
nicious effects of it. -----Suppoſe: wie. ap — 
the miſtaken difputants of this 1 
What has free will done ſince the creation? 
poſe we unfold/ the records of the heavenly 
deeds and take a view of the ſad effects of fork 
will. How did it act in Emanuel's days? What 
a ſtrange, inhuman, rebeihous part did it act 
in crucifying che Lord of glory, and in putting 
the Son of Cod to open ſname; and I may 
venture to affirm, that all the ſins that ever 
were committed in the world, was the birth of 
the human will Was not Adam's fin the re- 
ſult of fret Will? I know the diſcerning reader 
will readily acknowledge the arrogance of ſuch 
vain pretenſions·—- But will the ſelf-righteous) 

rfonconfeſs the ſinful perverſeneſs of his 20H1/? - 
ery loth is his pride to own his guilt, or to 

renounce the pleaſing abſurdity. LAU, 
I confeſs it is a time "ay eat darkneſs, dead- 
neſs ee e love of many h 
the rs re reli & war 1 
Fhere is very lale Ro a the 
power-of religion left among us; truth is baniſſi- 
ed almoſt from all our pulpits, and errors come 
in like # flood. The affairs of Zion being in 
fuch an unpromiſing ſtate, how ſnould the priefts,. 
the miniſters or the Lord, beſtir themſelves; and 
Git all their influence to plend the cauſc of 
gate; and while * are aſſiduous to ods 

4 3 t 
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cx. 3. But this 


Qu 32, ): 
the dignity of human nature, and the powers of 
fallen reaſon, how aſſiduous ſhould the miniſ- 
tetis of Chriſt be, ta ſet up their ſtandard againſt 

2 doctrine thav'is oppafie to that of our 


Feſus Chrift,; which is of pure revelation, 
and what the meer light of nature never taught 
— and by which, they being only guided, 
have declared againſt. 

No one ever underſtood che, obrruption of the 
Bumam iuuli ſo clearly as Chriſt, did; he foreſay, 
the deſtructivᷣe 3 there would: be in the 
human «will. Wetken which is evil, and the diſor- 
der that the effects would: bring upon the ſons 
of men; chat it would ſubject their bodies and 
their ſouls to temporal and eternal puniſnment, 
he knew alſo that no humn puter could 8 oh 
the will; chat no creature in Heaven, of the, 
higheſt order of angels, could effect it; there 
fore in pity and compaſſion to the veſſels of 
mercy; in due time he makes bis diſobedient 
People willing to Bk ſubjection to him, Pſalm 
the Lord's doings, and not, 

of the will: of man. Where then does the ex- 


cellency of the human will conſiſt, if it is not in 


Pants. a difference between. the carnal and the. 


- mind? A teacher in Iſrael told me a 
few days ago, that he made himſelf. to differ, 
though the means he enjoyed were the ſame as 


are common to others; yet the ſuoceſs was ow- 
ing to his on rer will, tot his care, diligence 
and attention, “It was my oy reflection, my 


Jayant, and my choice.“ Thus he Boks, 


us the Armimans ſpeak ;, but a writer who 


cannot miſtake; ſpeaks quite the reverſe. 


* By ibe grucel of God, e e And 
Er if the event of regeneration, was to * 
| pe 


pond, 03 s 2 
upon the will of man, it is very | 
whether any would be renewed at all, for the t 
human will is as. liable to refuſe, as_tb chooſe ; 
and if we wet credit the ſcripture account o of 
the human wil 5 2 prone to evil; there- 
fore the iſſue muſt be very uncertain, and would 
rather determine in favolr | of fin and in rejecti- 
on: of -holineſs. . | 
I viſh the ae for the power of free 
wi would go and try the experiment with the 
impious and prophane, Who take pleaſure in - | 
wty, and whoſe: hearts are darkened. 
I they would wiſh to turn many to n vary 
neſs, -that they may ſhine” as the ſtars for ever, 
and ever, let them try. 9 — kill, and uſe all 
the. perſuaſive arguments gre maſters of, 
If they ner uafiey inn Xe Lord, let them 
e o 12. ſuade men, to convince them 
of the error of their ways, and ſee if ed 
they can reclaim theſe Workers of iniquity, or 
prevail on them to renounce the hidden Works 
of darkneſs, and * 45 the Lord. But alas! 
*tis all in vain, may be . 605 and Apollos 
Wuter, but the po view is and not Ha] 
the will of e ating. 
grace can ſul en pery 
— for Erbiopian. e his n, or the Liv 
e ſpots? Then, and not till then, can 
'W 


ho are ſtomeg to. do evil, learn to 
do good. ben 


human reaſog cad this doctrine, the Will ed 

ly take offenes at it; for ſuch is exalted 

opinion of their human abilities, that they Fan- 

not conceiv theſe things can he. 

Ho ſtrange is it that men ſhould aſtribe . 

that power to the * 2 alone is due 
TRIES, to 


en the Nee champion gof 


L 


( 
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5 K 
ts the Create?” Why bud due Gbſfpel in une 
ION hang, tun und be 9 
t favour bf We. to ſore; and a ſuvour ef 
ws 5 che "Why e e aer 
1 155 os to try; and bring} 
man 8, Untg Hecken — 5 labour 
| Ge g tho 6th Tor noupht;” if the 
ploy ? But we have evi 
FT hg Excellency of the power is 
0 1 5 che Will of man. 8e thut 
nei either ©, titeth 1705 atly thittg, nor he chat 
watereth >. Þlit, Goc tht "giveth" tlie increaſe. 
MWaſſtert ent 95 Bult it is God that Work. 
eth + In them, With them oth to 
9 ap q fo LR © Nt owng56d plesſure. Fer- 
= me 1 readers may think that 1 have 
ed ah Nec ties 'of Thah an & erte mmer, 
= ng chem in the Balarive, 
1755 ap n 1) on 9933 10 


Tit have Taken Tons dente of the ors 
7 5 5 eden of mint un the 0 wn ws 
alſo are led, An N- 
inge Kue 5 1 N W Prin- 
1 K have: 4 — 1 in all 8 
ade . LT the #on*the:Whokez 
Dd 45 e Tu bim, "UNE "her noms 
| „ no not Ole. Well ght 4 
a oi fo y, What ++ os rhut o "are 
ping ie Mu bows > Guy "Te "finiſt be biduſe the 
and oy merby * for exerʒ 


beeauſe 35 is ompaffötate and Thfinitely -igraci- 
ous, otherwiſe: the whole rüde of Aduen would 


bs conſumed? * 4 
3 the Bertl. min Git Is Gua. 
wine, although ' it "coftit's recommended eh the 


* 8 


POW | 
authorit * Pi Fs riſes againft it with 
nation. hat, have no will nor pow? 
r, own ! S have him nothing to boaſt 
0 is a mortifying ſtrake, 
ud 3 
"7 bee e de eee 
34 Nen his everlaſting hap 
rna} ae cannot conceive how 'theſe 


70 ee grace" id advanced, theſe hn, of 
| we Ada bor 60 to prejudice - the minds of 
others againſt it, by faſtening the idea of licen- 
tiouſneſs to it.----If men are quite helpleſs, and 
have nei neither will nor Power,. at tlis rate, it 
is in vain to ſive to enter in at the ſtrait gate, 
and what neceſſity is there for obedience, if man 


have echt power D a wlling mind to; obey ? 


1 ion rea- 
. fon — A ee d appearance 


2 Gods To Fr 2 ming wy either 
N nor peer of t 1 5 od, an \ 55 


5 50 7 "Of YN by, 91 is Ye Yeo 


fo: e fe "the Taw, 
11 is partly 145 Y 5 Jt of” mag, 


e of God, 4 pay 
a5 pry af th d party pf. race, then muß 


8 2 15 46 10 nag 99 this caſe an buaft- 5 


e exce Nep 


2 =» 


; 7 W ide t of 
th ? 21 man, 1k 7 0 ſtaje Ba ind oe 
will b g moans” pk ſe carnal World, - 


capſe.i 5 =; me s of 2 75 afl nature, 
but bolieve f ar not, it is an in- 


a truth, e 12 e pla in * * 
* 5 > 


= 4b 
1375 # 1 I ns 9563 Near 
es, and which experience. d k and if 


men would but ſcarch their 0 and exg- 
mine the inward, frame F eir ae 1 IA ing £ 
= 9 x, a ropagy "a ting; "=p 
that in their wells no ge ing; non 
one ſpiritual dif poſition to holineſs. Wo, be 
well if the CER of the Saviour's 104 would 
taks heed to themſelves, and to their doctrine. 


Let not the watchmen or red, hold their "ine 
nor ceaſe to vis RIOT 10 hers ti 
ne 4713 0 

4 Al d | 2 36 Raft] — ty .. 1 
Nr Ar e e 
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tac ii 4 ; 8 
OBSERVATIONS ON MAN'S RECOVE- 
Ry JESUS. CHRIST. — 
THE grand important e . re 
1 T was ſettled in the Divine eter- 
nal mind from everlaſting. Man's recovery was 
| fixed upon, before his ruin took place, and a 
Redeemer was provided before Adam fell, or 
fin was committed, and all without an regard 
to the works and merits of men, Thls is one 
jet the greateſt wonders, and yet one of the ſur- 
s;. for when man had [deſtroyed Hirnſel 12 
by 1 2 and involved his whole poſterity into 18 
evitable ruin and miſ the Almi 
ther beheld the veſſels ofen boy? involved 15 5 
horrible pit of corrupt nature, among the com- 
Wer of. mankind. His e eyes peketd them 


18 7 


in their low eſtate, and 0. 7 155 found 4 


ranſom. I have laid help upon one that" is mighty; 
[ have made 4 W my ler ad 
when 


mo ©. 
when the Almighty" Redeemer beheld his choſen 
race, "his righteous ſeed; plunged into the depths 
of miſery,” and uttefly abe to extricate them- 
ſelves from their bondage,” he-ſpoke and faid; 


0 Bruel thou haſt deftroyed thy. elf, but in me is IJ 


Phy help How 'pleaſing' 
Wen full of deli 


Behold what 3 grace 
The Father hath beſtow'd 
on fnners of 4 mortal race 
To make ——_ ſons of God. * 


What Angles is ſufßczent to deſcribe. d. 
wonderous love, that provided a recovery fot 
= veſſels of mercy, to _— _ from vo- 
lun and from ho vity. 
Well might „bn the divine wry ng a- 
ſtoniſhment fay, Behold what manner 77 Iave the 

Father” bath beſtowed on us. © On us whom he 
fore knen, and et apart for” himſelf. How un- 
ſearchable and atlorable are the meaſures of the 
Father's infinite clemency, and how aſtoniſhing 
the myſtery: of the Son's redeeming grace; it is 
beyond all finite conception; our narrow 
thoughts, and narrower words are too mean to 
et his glories forth. Theſe are heights not to 
de reached by ſinful mortals; and could we 
roll back the volumes 2 eternity, and begin 
with the © aſtoniſhing deſi gn of grace and love 


yet how awful is the 
INTER love. 


Lb 4 


that determined La ption, before time 


birth of time, before the confines of creation 
were fixed; before - ole and weeks, and 
months, and years were numbered; or before 
the foundations of the hills were laid, and the 
urn of he E were ſpread; there we 


Arie 3 _ might 


Ld 


hund 3:4 it oharW, 1 29 Au 
might: behold the: elev 2 05 
fathomable depth of! ig bore 5 5 
che choſen Sermtion, WA. are indlu 
ſhould hear of. — a: name, e made 
partakers of. 1 privileges. 2855 l gag. 


hoy Love without end, and without ns grace. * 
+12 CINE Th ron. 


* - 
How amazing is 1 — — 75 Abe th 3 
ed by the moſt Hen Me PB: royed 
himſelf, was utterly incapa — extricating him- 
ſelf from the abyſs, of miſery, wh! —.— 
none to help, 8 0 . 


— 
— 58 Fas 
þ- eros 5 them a title to an end- 
lj ee, — . to an immortal. an of 
1 | 295 1167 i ae Ty 
And this was no. prgcarious thing. 1 0 fall 
and recovery of man was marked out e the 
Foundations of the earth were laid. Th ber was 
a, memorial of this important event in the Di- 
vine mind from everlaſting, he. foreſaw what 
man would. prove, The Al 
that, lie would deal very | 
z and that he would all into unutt 
ſery therefore he provided accordingly. for the 
"veſſel + of eee be ere o01ted, unto 
glory ;, and the ,gragious deſign was formed, and 
the Plan of it was ſchemed out, in the very 
place where it was to be for ever 
| An 


And Quheve ill it I 4 A 
han they an tare, 4 en Kip 
—2 —— age, in bringing ſo ſnany ſe 
aw: willthe countleſs. nayr; 
happy! ain, when: wings stung e 
te dhe innumeranle — 2 Sar e mo 


5 


Jeſus h 
am 0 God by in ood Pr 125 
of his marvellous ley e 


ee of immortality, 
glory of their (alyation 0 the 
upon the throne, and the —— 90. 
Will the ſpitita of juſt 5 , 
the natives of the ur r Hd, fix, 15 551 
lations here, and ſpeak his praiſe in wor 
t are now unurterable--- f 
light cry aloud;z7 and ęxtol the Sayiour very high. 
Let the guardians of the juſt 2 the won- 
_ darsof his Nins e . r 13. Pegple 
from ſo great à death. Let the righteous be 
x and rejoice; let the eluldren of Zion ſhout 
joy, For the Lord hath done it, the Lord with 
Bis wigh hand; and with his aur Aru rm, 
-hath redeamed Zion, and by his great ſalvgtion 
de hath comforted his: Iaael ; though they 
"rice rout eerily or ule ly 
ex, grace ate a 
of God! 'How fhould our drooping thoughts 5 
vive at the pleaſing : reflection, , that Jeſus is 
riſen, che Nedeemer af his people in 24h, and 


— 


aſdended on high, che Fun af naghtcouſne(s,is 
''74/eh in the promide,- aiſen in rid and 15 
in the hearts and affections of al bis prop! 


never to ſet any more. Thus I have. 22 
Tall and recovery of man in a plain an at | 

» a 1 ſincerely wiſh, dhoſe- N of 
C 4 chriſh- 


whe, 


 Human'/rrence, perhaps; 
ate view, AR hs Aiſoltvertien but juſt before, 


that golden chain ſpoken of by the Apoſtte, 
Nom vill. 29. "which leads me td ber ty 


* 
me, that all mankind by nature, are born in 


exactly 


- 


tw) 
chriſtianity may afford divine improvement and 
delight to every — of Dry en > 
try line may 3 1 and want of 
1 . Per Ort wn REA deliber- 


may be admired by them the next moment. 


May the great maſter of aſſemblies with whom 
the reſiduè of the ſpirit is, faſten theſe divine 


truths upon tlie table of every heart, and rivet 
them there as 4 nail in a fure-1 lace, then will 
they be convinced'of the inviolable and inſepar- 

üble 9 there is in the ſeveral parts of 


at . Vie þ 1 aro g 


' | — — _ — 

— P? My = SIO LITE 4 OH 1H — 
e ee dec r e 
- ett . 5 

17 4 Ti 


21 1 OT It AF; $ $3 75 1 


857 5 1 2 the meet of 4 Dive Change, 


Doane NN * 
goo th % 0 race, in Regeneration, eee : 


$ 8 


EP BAS, 100% WIKY 44/454 OE vt: 


HE adcoliiey of a dme by grace, 
is an evident proof of the doctrine of O- 
proved from ſcrip- 


that the leproſy of corruption has — 
Itlelf through the whole frame, tainted * bo- 
dies of men, infected the ſoul, and diſordered 
all the intellectual faculties ; ſo that without a 


- divine change, no man ſhall ever ſee the king- 


dom of God. And this ia the doctrine which 


8 the! import of that memo- 
2 our Divine Lord had with 


rable con 


NMicodemur John iii. 3. e verily, . I | ſay 
unte ſhee, encapt 4 man be Porn Again, * 


is — 


is che doctrine of 
e of this generation 


- 
© » 


ov the 8 l. met fat 


are ſo averſc o frequent Iniſtake.--- 
this n "a e. 1 4 change 
external ion, or a e of 8 je 
this: may take place When New, creati 5 
wanting. There may be a neu- aN 15 
N10 . and a eg without à n 


— wr Ti Fr ns by. the EE 


MD P — york 5 arm $4 the-Lo is reveal 
cd; rates 


12 e In this 


e ne de ar 
be — Hoſea 5 ? Place; te 


but the gal ere Ee les changed. — rde 
underflanding „ which. by nature is darkneſs, is 
1 2 1 in. the N 10% that was 
Dane and Pry 48 mace to yield ſubject 
on to the Father ſpirits; the affections a 
1 N were ONCE, ca cl, 4 are now m 


50 i 
dn And HE "LS is real, and W it is 
wrought by, the Almighty . . God; and 
as the power which effects it is divine, ſo the 
fruits and effects of it are divine, many and 
. diſcernable ; for the new birth is a change of 
- nature----Of nature, where there was as little of 
Fre te good, as there was light in chaos, be- 


the creation. It is @ change of a ſtony 
| into an heart of fleſh, and this change 
muſt take place. in man, before 2 
nay r work; de ms may perform di wird, 


wo Hi wp wk 1 85 5 {4 evi p. with the” 
Okt but he cannot 


e 
Ne e impoſſible, © Tot 
5 er 2 14 25 and extel 


for meme 
17 5 mor 


EN 


_ the” ſpirit; 
7; tbe is is" this 
+ " it to. e will and Dy 
| | bed to arts and 
| 5 mg . G rl 1 5 c 
oy e,'\cri s us plantty--—- 
rh x . Wu VWs gift” 0 2 "Nor 
X of. 50 05 591d boaſt. *'!/Why 
then "a Foes our —.— deines thus tiflead 
! ecious. ſouls omitted 10 their bare, and 
each for doctriſies the commandments'ef meh ? 
And i man was not thus depraved by nutüre, 
\ hat, need would there be of this divifie change 
- by grace Af he wer Arch rn in fin, what 
need would there be g born ben ? 
the carnal nature was be Se 
© would there. be of new dif) ſitions?' H ke 
were net fallen in the firſt Adam,” what need 
Was there 0 his being reſtored hy” the ſecond 


Adam! ? If death by Th fad not paſſed r 
a 


elbe Og 101 n vg 5 
boz of, ---»} ave fro} 0 PT: | 
nd at the 0 0 of holy, 15 
unden 40 roye this point, muſt ) 


are. Of A doubrfu 0 „ in 1180 
35 but words more Fee V's 
natiite are ve ed wi ge ens 5 
'ples; why do our oak 55 uc fi 
ks Mialngbes ft pit Pc a | 


ance and remiſhon 5 fibs? ell us, ye al put- 
ers of this world, D 


ance, if there was no fin? Moreover, did ever 
man repent of himſelf ? t but, if you can, 
one ſingle inſtance in the r and enligh 


ages of Greece, of any one trat did ey 
pent, and Teak: after God, lt is all iinpoſtible , 
or repentance unto life, and remiſſion of ſin, is the 
097 of God , therefore it muſt be . 
of human folly to boaſt ef our reaſoning 
7 - ties. The reaſon "why 1. Gnak-fo ble This 
ſuhject, and urge the .necellity - of regeneration 
o Rrongly, on my readers, is; becauſe there 
can be no ſalvation without-it;---Miniſters thern- 
- elves are but blind guides without the, eglight- 
ching influence of the Diyine Spirit. e muft 
bs bor; op ain, ſaid the Heavenly ſpeaker : this 


s the language of the holy ſeriptures, and the 
"Fg and c of —— [Heavenly meſſage; 
and unkeſs this change teres ace, no man {hall 


ever ſee the kingdom of Heaven. We muſt 
have 


5 except 


| 44 ) 
a. better ri teouſneſs than that of our 
pt ri hteouſneſs exceed that 
& the Yee and Phlriſceb, we ſhall never en. 
nto the Kit ngdom of God. And we have 
7 "hang in our 1 ie. whoſe righteoultieſs does 


ot. 5 theirs; yet they vaihly hope to en- 


ter in at th Ie ſrair gate; but” there is no falva- 


tien dy. Wortes ok righteoulnefs we have done, 


_ or can do; the n muſt be chan nged, and the 


b; 


Tpirit muſt be renewed, before. we e ſee. the 


Kingdom” of Heaven; and the {cri tures 1 51 


555 "Whole of this change to the Spirit of 
W > invariable tee of, Staining ete 
cannot F Cod obt ine any * 1 


ou 2 the grace o e 110 righ righte- 
buſh of” our Divine Lor 8 
. Ent 52 

— — tes — — — 

55 5 C . 


orten ra rien ON til dbox. 
+4, TALITY OFTHE Sol. 


A. cog ent; Jin 433 5 
Hk 7 Soha & 4 That 'the religion of 
+ Jeſus does not authorize the belief of a 
dul different and diſtinct from the body, after 


death, that the ſoul dies with the body, and con- 


. inues in a ſtate of death. But where he met 


theſe abſurd notions I cannet conceive, unleſs 
in the writings of Tbales the Milgfan, who was 


the firſt perſon that broached this "pernicious 


doctrine. I am ſure the religion of Jeſus never 
authorized the Dr. or any other, to propagate 


ſuch extreme ihfidelity, ſo prejudicial to the 
| U oor glory, . vor ny wir happineſs | 


of 


: " Rv 
: (.45 ) 
of his people, If the ſoul. dies with the body 
Shi our faith 1s vain, and. reli Jon is vain all l 
The Dr. will da well to inform his 
how the hope of a. future life can be unworthy. 
the aſſent 45 the refined world; for if there be 
not an after life, to What p purpoſe does he wor- 
ſhip a Deity, and concern'himſelf if above the per7 
formance of religious exerciſes, or the commiſi 
on of ſin? J acknowledge, the enen 5 
the ſoul is a ſublime ſubject ; and to do juſtice 
to * ſubject, would require a much abler 
and a larger compaſs, than the number of my 
8 will allow; but ſomething I ſhall . 
avour of the important ſubject; and make 
it appear from ſcripture and reaſon, that life 
= immortality ; is , bepght to light by the goſ- 
Pepe im immortality of the foul was a favourite 
ſubje& with the Old Teſtament ſaints, and i iy 
highly recommended by the writers of the Ne\ 
Teſtament, . It is a ſubject that always was, 
and always will be, in very high eſteem with 
the truly pious ; and i in order to give it a genu- 
ine luſtre, I ſhall mention a ſet of writers 
te moſt dignified characters that ever adorne 
the chriſtian church, fince ' the a as | 
whoſe atteſtations in favour of this article 
unqueſtionable, and if illuſtrious names 
lenge, the Doctor's attention, T think this « 
trine comes recommended with witneſſes tot a 
few... Amongſt the number of thoſe ha habe 
laboured more abundantly in favour of. 325 8 
rae | | the \Jearned. and pious Biſhop 
3 ve his priate houghts, Archbiſhop Obs, 7 
atts, 


Blkop Hooker, ious Dr. 1/aac 
wee Mr J Havuel. Authorities 
unexcepti 
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hers ſÞ1 
'8 bw ue l "od 1055 ue ir feritime 
a hey 5 but half ' 3 15 1 


4 


N eleſs, 8 other s wrote man 
- in favdut f the ſub z- wud as | Ln 


ems 
op 1; „in the courſe of this work 
ma trlbite of reſpedt to ſome of the 6 
critics 
A that 1 philoſop bet, o remarkably 
Po Ae his lu 1255 Nog, maintzin 
ernity 0 fouls; that they al ways | were, 


all, be, ” - 

3 aſſerts, FO ev 75 ſhy ts immortal, 
ald un t which is always mo . 
Cicero, © that. ſouls are 2 . i not a be 
donbred of, unlefs' we are dunees 15 phyſi YEE: 
ad. he that concludes that the ſoul Ges ith 


body, "Fight 5 een er- lupparted by ag 


th 
e di ee Jar y on A immo ay 
10 an e ſoul, 11 little e he dratik the Ea 
ore, tha 


5 1 b and e, any e d to. 
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ö mortal immat ſubſtance which never dies; 
this 1 thitik is evident from the M ior 
25 uſe, for it is of the fatne/Hature with 


ls, who A 
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ſiſts in 4 it is of God's 


b>renbs. a. ( 2 
S e cke, 10 of n hab * FLOOR 5 
God; it bears e of the Divine na-" 
ture. The image of God 10 man, „ chiefly * CON» 
immediate crea- 
tion; it comes from him, and is the Ty breath' 
of his uncreated excellency ; and if the Doctor 
would but conſider its ſeyera} powers and fa 
— A ee the e and the wilt" 
readily. conclude that the {: ul is an im- 


moral, rag never dying. ſphſtance, Arne ſoul 
| y Ley . converſing with eternal ages, 
Nan ul of vaſt . Pug and, thoſe who 


have obtained the greateſt ſtock. of ſpiritual. and 
divine knowledge, have a continual deſire o 
knowing more, and 99S, deſites will never de 


ä fatisficd. in this life. And have; we not many 
impartial witnelles, lick there js, in man a deſire 


after immortahty, 1 ch 4s, bach, io any but im- 
mortal Bp IE he Sins of falvation* aſpire 
after * on of angels an After the unut- 
gable 0 e the (rs of n pen .m 245 
eat they would gladly exchinge the ſtrea 
the fountain; where all their deſires will 15 
23 Aer when they ſhall awake in the 
8 likeneſs ; neither can we ſuppoſe that 
thoſe - deſires, are planted in them in vain; ; the 
expectations of "he . ſhall never be diſ- 
appointed in this, reſpect. Their deſites ſhall be 
granted, when Wy take their leave of the whole 
creation, and bid this world ad; adieu. Their un- 


enter the happy manſions, 


embodied {pifits, pal ace f through the ſepa- 


rating firmament,, an 


there to abide for ever, which is an evident de- 


tion of the immortality . of the (out. 
eo the 4 of man is 4 pure unmixed 
and limp e alice, it is not compoſed of 
matter 
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matter and form, as other creatures are; nei- 
ther is it made up of the four elements, fire, 
Water, earth and air, which is capable of being 

diſſolved into them again, as our bodies are. 
The ſou} has nothing contrary to itſelf which 
can be deſtructive of it. It is not as an acci- 
dent in a ſubject, which, when the ſubje& is 
deſtroyed, is deſtroyed. with it, If the ſoul has 

any ſubject on which it depends, I think it muſt 
be the body. But it is ſo far from being de- 
pendent upon the body, and periſhing with it, 
that, on the contrary, when the ſoul departs, 
the body periſhes., And if it has any cauſe of 
its being and dependance, it muſt be from God, 
who 25 hath . originally, and inde- 

wu of himſelf. Angels are immortal, and 
the ſouls of men are immortal; and ſo will the 
bodies of men be immortal after the reſurrection, 
but theſe all derive their immortality from the 
King immortal. On him the ſoul depends, and by 
him it is preſerved. He indeed, if he would, could 
reduce it to nothing, but ſince he has declared 

he will not, the Dr. may depend, that it is im- 
mortal and ſhall never die. 

Moreover, the immortality of the ſoul may 
be proved from the law of nature, and from 
the religion of mankind in general. All the 
nations of the earth profeſs ſome religion, and 
keep up ſome kind of religious worſhip; and 
| — 3 do they worſhip a Deity, or to what pur- 

poſs is they reigns, if the foul dies with 
the body, or remains not ol death? How 
| is. it, that men ſhould run into ſuch ex- 
treme lengths of folly and infidelity. I have of- 
ten wondered at the dreadful,horrors, and ſtings 
of conſcience, which impious men have ſometimes 
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ard at their approaching diſſolution ; and 
could never ſhake them off. Axe not theſe go 
dent proofs that there is a_ Divine Being, t 
whom men muſt be accountable for their "Fay | 


duct? But if there was no after life, in which 


men ſhall, live, either in happineſsor in miſery , 
then it would-be needleſs to mind res, then 


men may eat, drink, and be me But it is 


evident from the ſacred oracles, at the ſouls 
of men, immediately after the diſolution of 
12 e enters upon an eternal ſtate either 
or of b according to their 
Hb: 2% in the b admit the bodies of 
men may be us Hang to pieces; men may kill 
the body, and worms may conſume it; but 
none can "Ku the ſoul, At death, the ſpirit al 
return 10 G that gave it; and we have the 
everlaſing word,” and the everlaſting promiſe 


of an unchan ging God, made in an 5 
| covenant wo 5g K his peop le, that their ſouls ſha 


never but have eternal life. And if, af. 
ter all Nele e, precious promiſes, when they bid' 
adieu to all human things, they ſhould: be de- 
prived of ſeeing the flee *of heir heavenly Fa- 
Souls ſhould periſh. with their we 
dies, or be in any place exempt from his 
nce, they would be undone for ever; an or | 
all men the moſt miſerable. | But nothing can 
break the. ſacred union between Chriſt and' his 
people ; becauſe be Ii veth, . they ball live alfo ; 
and; he "that 'believeth in me, ſays the 1 
Saviour, „hl, never die. Indeed, All p ical | 
2eJigion depends upon this doctrine, d hy de- 


- nia} of it, muſt. open a door to all manner of 


de oppoſers of it, in all 'a- 


jicentiouſneſs, an 


have 
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nave 20-ddeus of invifible realities; they never 
glance one thought to God, nor 8 


ginary flights from this to another world; they 
never, in their medications, 3 the Heaven 


225 dee of forne io everlgh 3 
» evident from the ſacred Fer ae af 
cer nal at regards their whole perſons 
foul ; for they are (aid, not only to be choſen 
in Chiiſt; and appointed unto ſal vation; but al- 
fo ordained to eternal. %; and if one of the 
choſety race could Be loſt or is then che 
_ purpoſe of God; according. to election, muſt 
fail ; which cannot he; for his council ſhall ſtand, 
and he will de all his 5 ſure. IK the- ſoul 
dies with- the body, as t Dr. ſaſſertꝭ then ei- 
ther God never did or da 2 A to eter- 
nal life, or he muſt change rpoſe; which 
he will never do; for ton ts of his heart 
endureth unto all geticrations:----And if it were 
poſfble, chat any of the oy generation, who 
were given to the Almighty Saviour before the 
foundation of the wor Ho, were preſerved 
in ng and committed to "his care, Hould periſh, 


then the Redeemer would loſe a part of bis pur- 


chaſe; neither could he be ſdid ow of the tra- 
vall of dis ſoul, ant he ſatisfied. But the ſorip- * 
ture puts this matter out of all doubt, and proves 
the immortality of the ſoul, by the ineſtimable 
ranſor paid ſoit, - Fhereſore-the apoſtle adds, 
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Le are bought with a price; not with corrup- 
tible things; ſuch as ſilver and gold, but the preci- 
ous blood of Chrift ; conſequently, as the learned 
Dr. Benily obſerves, The ſoul is of more worth 
and excellency, than the ſun, and all his planets, | 


and all the ſtars in the world.“ 
For my part, I cannot but think. the Dr. in 
his freeſt moments, muſt have ſome. doubts a- 
riſe in his mind about a future ſtate. of exiſt- 
ence. What will he ſay in the day of his v;#- 
tation, when death ſhall lay his cold hands up- 
on him, and when God. ſhall require his ſoul of 
him; will he be unconcerned, as a tree that is 
cut down? Will he have no hopes nor fear of a 
future life? I would willingly hope better things 
of the Dr. Fot if the ſoul dies with the body, 
then the Heavenly manſions muſt be void of in- 
habitants; and there will be no ſpirits of juſt 
men made perfect, before the throne of God. 
lf | this was the caſe, what need had the 
Fore-runnet of his people, to go before, to pre- 
pare manſions of glory for them, if they were 
not to follow / after. But the rock of ages, and 
the ſtrength of Iſrael, hath not only engaged by 
a firm decree, but he has ſworn by two immut- 
able things, wherein it is impoſſible for God to 
' lie,----that all thoſe. Who take refuge in him, 
ſhall never die; their Whole perſons being unit- 
ed to Chriſt, they are therefore a part of his 
myſtical body, and remain in union with him 
after death. For as the union of the two na- 
tures of the Son of God, was not diſſolved 
when his ſon! and body was at death ſeparat- 
ed; neither is the union ſubſiſting between Chriſt 
and his on diſſolved at the period of their 
death,; if this was the caſe, then the God of 
F 7 5 £4 | Peace, 
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. and the Prince of peace, and the holy 

pirit of grace, would not only lofe the temple, 
which has 1 been the dwelling-place of their de- 
lightful abode, but alſo a confderable pare: of 
their glory, and oh! | 


How would the power of dackneſs boaſt 7 
lf but one praying ſoul be loſt. 


But our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 6. us, Met tho! 
the wicked, at death, ſhall go into everlaſting 
puniſhment, the righteous, ſhall. enter into life 
eternal. So that the immortality of the foul 
receives the higheſt confirmation from God's 
eternal purpoſe in election; and all thoſe who 
were given to Chriſt in the covenant of re- 
demption, who are united to him, and ſancti- 
fied by the holy ſpirit in due time, ſhall at 
laſt be gared by him, with an eyerlaſting ſalva - 
tion. But if the ſoul dies with the body, there 
can be no expectation of future glory ; neither 
can the wicked be ſaid to receive a retribution 
according to the deeds done in the body, or 

away into everlaſting puniſhment, pre- 

| pared for them, Jude iv. Moreover, if the 
ſouls of the righteous periſh with their bodies 
at death, why are they pronounced bleſſed who 
die in the Lord? How can they be ſaid to en- 
ter _ the joy of their Lord, and be continually 
pu ſing him, if the ſoul dies with the body ? 

urely nothing can be more foreign to ſuch a 
ſituation and employ,----than death. If thoſe 
Who have committed their immortal treaſure in- 
to the Redeemer's hands, could fall a ſacrifice 
to death, or could the prey be taken from the 
Mighty, then our confidence in the rock of ages 
would be "Ns and our hopes of eternal life _ 

Dy: would | 
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would be confounded, If this was the caſe with 
the righteous after death, we ſhould not ſo of- 
ten hear them in their expiring moments, wi 


for the wings of à dove, to ſteer their courſe 
above the ſkies, where the dear wealth of ſpirits 
lies. Nor can we, ſuppoſe that the deſires of 
any of the ſaints eas of be ſo vigorous and ac- 
tive after a diſſolution, as they ſometimes are, if 
they did not believe, that when they are ab- 
ſent from the body, they will be preſent and for 
ever with the Lord.. Af Paut had imagined that 
huis ſoul was to ha ve remained in a ſtate of death; 
after His departure from the body, it would 
have been eaſy for him to determine which was 
moſt eligible for him, to live, or to die. Cer» 
tainly it wauld have been better for him, and 
I am fure much better for the churches of Jefus} 
if he had continued amongſt them, upon earth, 
Unto this day; but the apoſtle knew, and if he 
was donfident of any thing, he was confident 
df this; that when his earthly tabernacle: was 
- tiſſalved; that his immortal part would inſtant- 
ly enter into an inviſible world, and be ever 
with the Lord, who is the fountain of all ſolid 
plwGKubaſure, in whoſe preſence is fulneſs of joy, 
and from whom all the ſtreams of immortal 
life and happineſs flow ; therefore they muſt 
be bleſſed indeed, who dwell in his preſence, 
and are ſurrounded with his fa vour . From 
theſe circumſtances, we may conclude, that the 
n ſoul is immortal, and ſhall never die. I think I 
| cannot conclude this ſection - in language more 
| refined, and more ſuited to the ſubject, than in 
the following lines. 


© The 
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The ſoul, 'tis of th' immortal kind, 
Not made of earth, nor air, or wind-; | 
_** Qut-lives the mould'ring clay, and leaves 
this globe behind. b 


In limbs of clay t 


; | though the appears, + 

4 Array'd in roſes ſkin, and deck d with ears 
i 

The fleſh is but the ſoul's diſguiſe. 


From. all the laws of matter free; 
4 From all we feel and all we fee, 
She ſtands eternally diſtinct, and muſt for | 


ever be.” 


Phe wicked are no fooner dead, but in hell 
they lift * their eyes, being in torment, Luke 
xvi. 23. There the fallen angels are reſerved 
in chains of darkneſs, till the judgment of the 
eat day, Jude vi, But if their ſouls Had pe- 
riſhed with their bodies, they would never have 
been reſerved in chains of blackneſs and dark- 
neſs for ever.----But the righteous, when they 
die, and leave this. globe -behind, their ſouls 
immediately goe to Jeſus the mediator; to the 

ſpirits of juſt men made perfect; to an innu- 
merable company of angels, and 79 Cad rhe judge 
of all, there to abide. for ever. But how the 
ſoul at death wings her way to the immortal 
regions, is beyond my finite comprehenſion. The 
ſacred oracle of. inſpiration aſſures us, that 77 
returus to God who gave it, Eccl. xii. 7. And 
have ſometimes thought the guardian angels 
who encamp round about the ſaints, wtnle they 
ſojourn in the rents of Kedar, attend them in 
their departing moments, to convey: their un- 
D 4 | embodied 
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embodied ſpirits ſafe to glory, «with acclamati- 

ons of great joy, And we have a paſlage, / 
much in favour of this ſentiment, in * 
hiſtory of Lazarus, who was carried by angels 
to Abrabam s boſom, Luke xvi. 22. Thus I 
have finiſned my obſervations in favour of the 
immortality of the ſoul, which are my ſtedfaſt 
belief, and which I hope will be found agree- 
able to the ſtandard of the Bible, to which the 
reader will do well to take heed, With regard 
to the place of the ſoul's reſidence during its 
abſence from the body, and the general judg- 
ment; as it is a controverted point, I 
make it the ſubject of the enſuing ſection. 


e 


Obſervations on the place of the SouPs refidence 
during its abſence 1 the body, and the gene- 
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My VHE. Sociniant, and ſome of the Arminians 

aſſert, ** That the ſoul is in a deep ſleep 
with the body, inſenſible of happineſs or miſery, 
and deſtitute of all /en/ation, and operation, till 
the general judgment,” Others aſſert, That 


there is an intermediate fate affixed for the re- 


ception of departed ſpirits.” But what authori- 
ty theſe men have for ſuch abſurd deluſions, I _ 
cannot conceive, I ſhall wave the former of 
theſe deluſive notions, and make a few remarks 
on the latter, = | | 

That there is a two-fold reception for the 
ſouls of the righteous, and the wicked, imme» 


diately after death; the one of Happineſs, * 
f | th 
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the other of mr/ery, is certain, from the unalter- 
able decree of God, which has irrevacably fix- 
ed their different places of abode. So that they 
which would paſs from miſery to happineſs, 
cannot, Luke xvi. 26. The ſouls of the 2 
ed, at death, immediately go into everlaſting 
. but the ae into ble eter- 
n 


Their longing Pe PILits pant and riſe . 
| To their celeſtial-ſeat, | 
Above thoſe ruinable. ſkies | 
K They make their laſt retreat. 


Joyful they lay their bodies down, 
And leave this lifeleſs clay, 
Without a ſigh, without a groan, 
They ſtretch and ſoar away. 


They ſteer their courſe above the ſkies, | 
Farewel this barren land, 

They view the ſhore with longing eyes, 

Where beck' ning angels Hang. 


Thither Elijah was conveyed in a fiery chariot, 
and inſtantly. introduced into everlaſting habita- 
tions, as ſoon as Heaven had ſigned his grand 
releaſe from the. earth. I would not chooſe to 
put too much confidence in the judgment of 
men, reſpecting the place of the ſouls reſidence 
during its abſence from the body, and the ge- 
neral judgment; I rather chooſe to appeal to 
the law and to the teſtimony. What became of 
the venerable elders who n a good re- 

rt 2 faith; are they not inberiting 


the promiſes ? What became o the cloud of w1t- 


neſſes, 


OF: ; 
noſes; and the ſuffering martyrs, who laid down 
their lives for Chriſt and his goſpel, ſome of 
the moſt dignified characters that could be ſe- 
lected from all ages, of whom the world was 
not worthy ; did they all periſh ? The prophets, 
where are they ? And the apoſfirs, what became 
of them Are they not re- inſtated in that eternal 
manſion, prepared for their final reception, be- 
fore the foundation of the world? Suppoſe we 
could tranſmit our meditations to the third Hea- 
. vens, and aſk the ſhining order of beings above, 
whence they came, and where is the place of 
their reſidence? Their anſwer: ſeems compriſed 
in: that eaſy flow of delightful language, con- 
tained im thoſe noble paſſages, Rev. vii. 14, 15. 
Wie came out of great tribalatton; therefore are 
we before the throne; where thoſe. pure ſpirits 
will ſpend, not a few days only, in refined plea- 
ſure, but an endleſs eternity in unutterable joy. 
Surely every perſon who claims an mtereſt in 
theſe eternal manſions, cannot but liften, with 
a pleaſed attention, to ſuch a ſubject as this? 
Theſe remarks, I think, are ſufficient to ſatisfy 
every diſcerning reader, reſpecting the place of 
che ſouls reſidenoe, during its abſence from the 
body, and the general judgment. But there 
are a ſet of men, in our days, who aflign an 
mtervening manſon for the refidence of fouls 
departed; This abſurd notion gave the Dr. 
great umbrage ; therefore he makes an apology 
to the publick, fee his page 74. Z-fould not 
have polen on this ſubjeft, viz. the death of 
the ſoul,----had mt rhe groſs abuſe which hath 
crept into chriftranity, vie. purgatory and prayers 
to dead men, obliged me to it, and fhew the falſe 
Fondation which that delufion is founded Lara 

. : ; 0 
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e e 0 0 Leach has made ſtrict ſcrutiny 
into the Doctor's errors, 1. wonder he 
vi the ee aſſerticns, eſpocially if be has 
to offer in favour of an intermediate 
Kava 1e Dr, has miſreproſgnted. the errors 
of the church of Rome, Mr. G Leary will do 
well to ſtand. forth and confute the Doctors aſ- 
ſertions on this ſubject; and I beg leave to re- 
mind him, not to forget the gentleman and the 
ſcholar, in his future letters ; it is unbecoming 
the character of a profeſſed divine, to deal in 
reproachful language, which I think, is extreme 
ly wrong, and tends rather to provoke reſent- 
ment, and increaſe animoſity, than 2 | 

the mind, or confute error. For my part, 1 
deſire, ever to be open to conviction; and I am 
Fully perſuaded, that many of my ſubſcribers, 
of manifold denominations, will be glad to fee 
what Mr. O Leary has to offer in favour of an 
intervening manſion, for the reſidence of ſouls 
2 The publick have waited long ex- 
pecting to ſee his defence in favour of purguto- 
+ ang jf they ſhould. be diſappointed, in all 
probabill „it will be imputed, either to an in- 
capacity in the letter- writer, or to an impoſſi- 
bility. I indeed verily believe, it muſt be a 
puzzling employ. It may be I bear too hard 
upon Mr. O Leary, in aſking a proof which is 
not "within the compaſs of his abilities; if fo, 
he will do well to call in the friendly aſſiſtance 
_ of the holy fathers, and if it ſhould not come 
within the reach af their knowledge, to prove 
from ſcripture, or from reaſon, their favourite 
tradition; I would adviſe Mr. O Leary, to lay 
down his pen, and proceed no further. But 
what will the publick- ſay ; what, will the Dr, 
ay; 


ot do 1) 


fay; what will the church ſay, if neither prieſts 
nor biſhops can prove this ſuperſtitious tenet ? 
Will b not ſay, and that very juſtly, that it 
is:@ groſs impoſition upon the ignorant, and un- 


wary, and a deluſion ? Will they not from 
hence - conclude;---By 2his craft they — their 
wealth?” I muſt own, it appears to me, to be 
the whole power and policy 25 the Romiſh clergy, 
and the main pillar of their ſupport ; neither is 
there the leaſt ſhadow. of pretence for ſuch. a 
notion, within the whole compaſs of Divine re- 
velation. It was not eſtabliſned in the bird and 
Fourth centuries, but afterwards crept into the 
church; firſt as a private and doubtful opinion, 
till the end of the ſeventh century, and after- 
wards it came to be more generally received in 
that part of the church which was ſubject to 
the Bifop of Rome; ſtill it was thought, with- 
out being an article of faith, till about the mid- 
dle of the ſeventeenth century, when it was eſta- 
bliſhed in the council of Florence; all the Biſhops, 
at firſt, vigorouſly oppoling it, but at laſt, either 
through weakneſs of judgment, or fear of loſing 
| their gain, gave way to it, and it has been con- 
tinued to this day, without the ſhadow of Di 
vine authority ; therefore, we' cannot ſuppoſe an 
intermediate ſtate to be a place of reſidence for 
ſouls departed. The place 22 their reſidence is 
far remote from all human power, and infinite- 
ly above all human policy. One would imagine 
that it muſt offer the greateſt affront to the judg- 
ment of diſcerning men, to ſuppoſe that they 
believe any ſuch abſurd notions. I have fre- 
quently converſed with perſons of rank and for- 
tune ; men of penetration and refinement, that 
are members of th the Romiſb church, who readily 
ac- 


/ 
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acknowledge, purgatory to be a tradition of 
their church, but ba Zucze of their belief. 

I ſhall mention a paſſage or two, to diſprove an 
intervening manſion, being the place of the fouls 
reſidence, during its abſence from the body, and 
the general judgment, and diſmiſs this part of 
the ſubject. Srephex in his expiring moments, 
commits his "departing "ſpirit into ' bis Redeemer's 
hands, Acts vii: 59. And the Heavenly Speaker, 
the faithful and true witneſs, aſſured the pemitent 
criminal on the croſs, © that he ſhonld be with 
him in Paradiſe, that is, in Heaven, at the foun- 
tain head of everlaſting felicity; which the read- 
er will pleaſe to obſerve; was to commence on 
that ſame day, Luke xii. 43. And we are 
well aſſured from the ſacred word, that at death, 
the ſdul returns to God that gave it, Eccl. xii. 
7,----As ſoon as the ſouls of the righteous'are 
_ abſent from the body, they are preſent with the 
Lord, there to continue till the time of the reſti- 
rution of all things, when all the ele? ſhall be 
gathered in from the four corners of the earth, 
and the top ſtone: laid. Then will Shilob come, 
and aſcend his judgment-ſeat; and all the un- 
numbered millions of departed ſpirits, ſhall re- 
turn from their ſeparate abodes, and reaſume 
their own proper bodies; then will miſery and 
happineſs, both conſummate, and both everlaſt- 
ing, be awarded by the righteous Judge. But 
how, or in what manner, the ſoul will return, 
and reaſume the body in the general judgment, 
will be the ſubject of the enſuing ſection. 
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T AM. now entering on by 9 ubject, 
Which is difficult 70 conceive of, and —— 
the, power of anz finite mind fully: to deſcribe; 


l not be i on > ie 
4 thorn 2 aol 
| Nas peopoſec 0 me. ſome ago, on this 


. neck, by a lady of genteel figuren and ample 
tune, in the County of Cork, which I think 
every true critic will admire; the queſtion was, 
A the ſtate of the ſoul at death, is inter- 
fixed by the irrevocable deeree of : 
that it cannot paſs from miſery to 
b 1 refering:to Luke xi. 26. If at death 
| the! ſpixit- goes; whence. it e return, refer- 
ing to Job x. ap. * u appear in the 
body at the generat judgment ? 1 pau 
I pondered a little ſpace, on the touches 
her natural eloquence; I was aſtoniſhed. at the 
. diſcovery of ſuch! delicacy of ſentiment, and in 
compliance to her, requeſt, in order to adjuſt the 
deſerved maryr of ſuch a refined genius, fo re- 
markable for. her fine ac ents,, and 
nice diſcernment, I ſhall dire dae of the 
| queſtion, propoſed, 
And the reader, if he pleaſes to cofiſult the 
ſacred writings with due inſpection, will find 
not only the poſhbility, but the reality of the 
ſouls reaſuming the body, in the general judg- 
ment, which I uy” will Preſerye my ideas from 
cenſyre, 


( @& ) 
cenſure, the conſideration. of which, ouſt afford 
ſublime: pleaſure here, and will be a ſaurce of. 
divine ſatisfaction for evermore. | f 
When the evangeliſt Luke alerts, They. which 
world paſs from hence, cannot. The meaning, is, 
that the ſouls' of the wieked, new in torment, 


cannot paſs from miſery pineſs, becauſe 
of the unpothble. gu gulph of 5 decree, | 
which hath reſerved- them in everlaſting. chaing, 


of darkne(s,. unto: the appointed period, Jude, 
vi. till. then, they cannot _ At death, the 
body goes to: the grave and; ſees: corruption, ne- 
ven to return any more to its former ſtate of exiſt»: 
ence in this world; and the ſpitit aſcendeth up- 
wards, never to return any more to a ſinful cor- 
ruptible body, until the ſolemn day appointed, in 
which God will judge the world in righteouſ- 
neſs; until the Divine power gives the word of 
command, Awake ye dead, and come. 1 judę- 
ant; and at the Glenn ſignal of his all-pow-, 
erful voice; the graves will give up their dead. 
Then, and not till then, ſhall every living fout 
return and reaſime its proper +body, and bath, 
appear bafore the judgment- ſeat of Chriſt; nei 
ther is there any difficulty in conoeiving how 
eaſy it is with God, with Boks all things. are; 
poſſible, to reunite foul and body, by: the warch 
of his power. How: natural, how pertinent is 
the: acknowledgement of holy Job----/ dere 
. that thou canſh du curry thing. * 2 

| Inſtances we ha ye in ſcripture, off ſame, hoc 
fouls retutned to their bodies in this world, at- 
ter death, by — word: of Diving ꝓo-eꝛ; wit 
neſs the widow's: fon; Luke vii 12. and Lazar: 
on, 1 ho was dead: four days, and at, reſt. in the 


elent grave, John xi. 39, 35, 36. But 1 


F 
their ſpirits were caught up into the third Hea- 
vens; or where was the place of their reſidence, 
during their abſence from the body, is one of 
the ſecrets of God; yet of this we are certain, 
their ſouls did return to their proper bodies; 
but as to the manner how the ſoul will reaſume 
the body in the general judgment, is a myſtery. 
beyond my comprehenſion, But I apprehend it 
will be inflantaneouſly ; neither is there any diffi- 
culty in conceiving, that God is as able tocom- 
mand the ſoul, inſtantaneouſly into the body, in 
the morning of the reſurrection, as to demand it, 
inſtantaneouſly, out of the body, in the mo- 
ment of its diſſolution n 
Some of the early fathers, who were remark - 
able for their great veneration of antient tradi- 
tions, ſay, © That the ſoul, while it is in its 
dignity ſeparate from the body, is clothed and 
Juftained with light ; and when the ſpirits of 
juſt men ſhall ſhall re-enter the body, rhey ſball 
enter with the light.” © Then, ſays my author, 
ſhall the bodies of the righteous” ſhine, with un- 
diminiſhed luſtre, in their Saviour's image; like 
the brightneſs of the firmament, and as the ſtars 
for ever and ever.” Which exactly agrees with 
the prophet Daniel's deſcription of the righteous, 


Dan. iii. 12: | 


] would not wiſh to —_— my ſentiments, 
on this particular, upon the reader; but to me 
it ſeems probable, that the ſouls of the righte- 
- - ous, at the Divine command, will return wil- 
lingly, to repoſſeſs their raiſed bodies, and 
bring them to à partnerſhip with them in glory. 
And if the belief can in thought, follow the- 


- unembodied © ſpirit to a ſtate of happy exiſt- - 


' ence; ſure I. am, a ray of penſive comp 


( 6.) 
oy. muſk; beam acroſs the immortal: mind, at the 
pleaſing hopes of yet again meeting its dear, 
deceaſed companion, in another world, never | 
more to be divided hy accident or death ; pe; 


in all probability, the unembodied ſpirit. w 


be glad to ſee its old and intimate partner, ag 
two intimate friends, after a long parting 
and with mutual delight, they will embrace each 
other again. Neither is the happineſs of be- 
lievers onſummate and * pleat, till a re- uni- 
on takes place; then will they be inveſted in- 
deed, with. the "inheritance of the ſaints in light, 
and be reinſtated; body and ſoul, into unutter- 
pble Joy and pleaſures for evermore. 

Ting have tranſmitted a ſpecimen of my 
thoughts on the ſouls reaſuming the body, in 
the general judgment. If the reader ſhould re- 
ceive any pleaſure and ſatisfaction from theſe 
obſervations, it will be a pleaſing recompence 
of reward ta the writer. I ſhall conclude this 
part of my ſubje& in the words of the pious 

iſhop Beveridge. I believe, that when our 
boding; by the ward of Almighty: power, ſhall 
be called together again, our ſphls ſhall be 

repared to meet them, and ſo both appear 
Pefere the ze, 1 Chriſt, 4. ou Ty 
vate Thoughts. 
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e , the particular and grnceal vat. 
ment. 


TFT Nis a thing ahl with the Dr. 16 fab 
poſe a geaefal Judgment at the end of the 
vol. I. * e, 


( 66) 
world, and at the ſame time, à previous: jud 
ment immediately after deatnln. e e 
ſhould be looked upon as a thing abſurd and in- 
credible, I cannot conceive, for the ſeriptures 
mentſon a parnicular judgment, immediately af- 
ter: death, which refers only to the ſoul, 'accord- 
ing to the apoſtle's aſſertion, After death to 
judgment. As foon as che foul is ſeparate from 
the body, it is preſent before God, to receive 
the righteous unerring ſentence, Come ye bleſ- 
ſed; or eee virtue es 
the 1oul is conſigned” to its proper place of hap- 
pineſs or-miſery, there to ale al the judg- 
ment of the great day, 2 Pet. ii. 4. Jude vi. 
For we are not to ſuppoſe that the place of 
the ſouls reſidence is attixed\ without the Di- 
vine order, which commences immediately after 
But the gepreral judgment refers to both foul 
and body; therefore it is called, by way of diſ- 
tinction, the Toft e and it — 4 
ry improper to ſay the laſt judgment, if th 
2 237 7 former; for, * a firſt reſurrection 
ſuppoſes a ſecond, .ſ@ à general judgment ne- 
| ceffarily ſuppoſes a+ particular one. And there 
is nothing more gertain, than that there will be 
a general judgment. God has appointed the day 
in which, and ordained the perſon by whom, 
he will judge the world in righteouſneſs; when 
every eye ſhall ſte him, aud all thall ſtand before 
him, both ſmall and great, which is not the caſe, 
in the particular judgment, for the bodies remain 
in the filent grave, and do not awake, nor ap- 
pear before God, till the laſt judgment, which 
_ - 1s hiled;Cby: that famous writer, Jude, The jg 


ne, f ab preat dux; when Jeſus ſhall deſcend 
_ 6 8 wich 


2 | 
8 irh ten thouſand of his ſaints with him; p 
"appear in his 9 1 12 in the glory of his 
wiſdom, in the gl 91 power, and in the 
glory of all his Ne as God, Man, 
Mediator; in his perſonal glory, and in his re- 
ative glory, in his Father's glory, and in the 
glory of his holy angels. He that once ap- 
peared in the form of a fervant, will then ap? 
penn Hm. 6 all the triumphs of victory, inveſted 
1 ith all the enſigns 2 majeſty and glory ; and 
is appearance at the general judgment, will 
en Then the Jead ſhal ſhall be raiſed and 
before a Shots ſecrets of 4 el 
open e. ſen- 
ET rt and 5 executed. 
. ſolemn period, he will execute the ex- 


x lemn 20 ext ii. 41 7 22 bal 
i 3 abi the day of 


the Cacinians and Arminians 

95 ae ts or how t. If I remember right, 
wiſh octor's 40 The judgment of tor- 
ment to the wicked, and to all ſuch who deny 
the Lord God; age they ſhall be in full for- 
ment, > the by, ar are not till then, but like 
: 20 0 oners, who, are confined in a priſon 


; th hteo full 
alle, e oo e rig TE 
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upon the bodies of the righteous and the wick- 
ed in the general judgment, which ſhall be the 
OMEN of the. cog ſection, , -_ 18 


8 


| the Body, in the left grneral Baer. 
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E gabe of the reſurrection, is the be 
and not the ſoul, and that uch as it 

in this Nie vile and mottal, ſhall be raiſe” a- 
gain, though « oy paſs under many alterati- 
ons in the gra et the matter and ſubſtance 
of it will Haaln th 1 ſome form, or in 
ſome place or other; for the body will never 
loſe its being or its nature; as it was not 
formed out of nothing, it will never be reduced 
to nothing, unleſs we can ſuppoſe that duſt ja 
nothing. Though worms deſtroy tbis boch, ſaid 
that divine phi oſopher Job, yet in-my fal Hall 
Ltr Cod, Job xix. 26, 2). In the morning of 
the'reſurredtion; the bodies af the rightequs will 
be. changed and faſhioned; and made like to 
"the glorious body of the ſecond Adam. bo 
ſball change our 25 Bodies, ſays that divine hiſ- 
torian Paul, Phil. iii. 21. though not ſo as to 
loſe its former nature and ſubſtance; but 
change it as to its 2 from a natural to 
a ſpiritual body, 1 XV. 44. ſo ag to be ſub- 
Jett. to the foul,” fo. rf to he perpetually em- 
ploy ed in ſpiritual exerciſe, and ee in 
kinn ohjects; Behold, ſays that elevated 
nter, Paul, I new you a myſtery, or 4 gre 
C 


ö 
Which perhaps, he learned in the third Heavens; a 
myſtery which was never mentioned before, by 
any of the prophets or apoſtles, which had been 
hid for many ages from the wiſe and prudent, 
and could never have been revealed by the light 
of nature or natural philoſophy.— e ſball not 
all ſleep, but we ſhall be changed. The meaning 
is, we ſhall not all die, as men naturally do, 
and continue under the power of death for a 
time; neither does the apoſtle ſay, it is appoint». 
ed for all men once to die; the word all is ex- 
cepted, becauſe at the end of the world, when 
all the e/e& ſhall be gathered in, from the four 
corners of the earth; many ſhall be found alive, 
who will be caught up to meet the Lord, 1 
Theſ. iv, 15. as Elijab and Enoch were; that 
they thight not ſee death. Hut we ſhall 
be 9 ſays the ſacred writer; that is, from 
mortality to immortality, from corruption to 
incorruption, from weakneſs to ſtrength, from 
diſhonour to honoar and glory ; and this change 
all the ſaints ſhall. undergo, whether dead or 
alive, at the coming of Chriſt, the dead, by a 
reſurre&ion from the dead, and the living, by a 
ſecret and ſudden power, which will at once ten- 
der their bodies, without ſeparating thern from 
their ſouls, immortal. and glorious. And this 
change will be. without the leaſt ſenſation or 
pain to the living ſaints, it will be impercept- 
ible and inſtantaneous, and, in all probability, the 
time will come, when unnumbered millions ſhall 
2 1 80 of immortality with the foul, Whoſe 
x dies ſhall never ſee corruption, nor moulder 
im the filent grave; but they muſt de change, 
andi it is eaſy to account for the neceſſity 
ſuch a change, in order to the enjoyment of 
"ICS che 
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4. ti $63; 
the Heavenly tate ; hecauſe the body that now is. 


mortal, muſt put on immortality, before it can 


enter into the inviſible world; for fleſn and 
blood, corr pted with fin, cannot enter the 
Heavenly ſtate, neither is the body, as. it now. 
is, capable of enjoying the Heavenly glory; 
were it to be introduced. into the everlaſting. 
manſions, in the condition it now 18, it would 
not be able to bear the glory of that place an 
ſtate the, effulgerice of- the Divine, ace,” 
would dazzle an Payne the mortal licht * 
; therefore, the body m vu: 4 

What Thall I ſay mm regard, to. the wicked! 
will they be forgotten, ard lie eternally hid i 
the ge manſions of the ſilent grave ? 85 
no, they mult awake, and ſhake off the duſt of 

ben en thouſand. years, they muſt ariſe and appear 

fore the judgmenit-ſeat of Chriſt, and receive 
according to the deeds done in the body; büt 
ere, wil be, a difference between the reſurrecti- 
on b the juſt and the unfuſt, in many refpeCts, 
particularly, as to the time; The, dead in * 
ball rife” firſt, therefor ore bleſſed and holy is be 
that hath part in the H reſurrection. | Though. 
the wicked ſhall HI again, yet not in the firſt, 
reſurreftion, or in the reſutrection of life ; the 
rightequs Man be bo" Hirſt, b Me of their 
Þ/eftion. union to Chriſt , and ſhell ſtand with ac- 
S in his fight, as thoſe ho. have found 
avour 

And as there is 4 difference in the time, ſo 
there will be a great difference in the cireum- 
ſtances of the one, from the other ; the tighte - 
ous will riſe to everlaſting life, but the wicked 
10 everlaſting Pay and: e ute 1 bf 


| WK) 
dies will, be raiſed-immortal, and changed from 
corruption to incorruption, and i in ſuch a ſtate 
as to continue under as pap puniſhment, yet 
'fro 


they will not be made m ſin; whereas 
the bodies of the ſaints will not only be raiſed' 
immortal and incorruptible, but pdwerful, ſpi- 
ritual and glorious, and faſhioned like to the 
glorious body of Jeſus,  - | 
Thus J have given the reader 3 ſpecimen of 
my vbſervations on the change that will paſs 
upon the. bodies of the juſt and the un- 
Juft, in the general N which includes 
all the information, which at preſent I can give 
on the ſuhject. I would gladly lay down my 
pen here, in point of controverſy, if there was 
not a- neceſſity: laid upon me to make further 
uſe of it; but the grand article, and the maſter- 
piece of the Doctors daring inſult offered to the 
uncreated glory of the Son of God, demands 
my ſpecial attention; and wen comes next uns 
ter x ee | | 


| OBSERVATIONS ON THE DIVINITY 
OF CHRIS Ty 


{BK Di. inforins the publick, that « ji 
SUS: of Nazareth is no more than man, 
| as to the account given of his Divinity, in 
foripture,, it is a piece of hiſtory he is at liber- 

to believe or not, and no way relative to his 
* A en 


ſtatever the Wa motives may be, 2 
5 K 4 2 


— L 


( 3s). 
Hain 1 am, that he has given a very inadequits' 
und unjuſt deſeription of the Meſſiah, who is 


repreſented, in the ſacred writings, under a 
variety of delightful characters, which proves his 
Divinity, his eternal power and Godhead, and 
2 his everlaſting Name, written u 

is veſture and on his thigh, KING of KINGS 
and LORD of LORDS ; and the deſcription 
given of him by JEHOVAH the FATHER, 
runs in this exalted ſtrain : *:Mine equal,” be 
man that is my fellow, Zach xiii. J. and the 
prophet Iſaiah, when ſpeaking of JEHOVAH the 
50, the Rock of ages, the immutable Divini= 
ty, he ſtiles him, The MIGHTY GOD, the 
EVERLASTING FATHER, the PRINCE OF 
PEACE; theſe were the glorious titles which 
the antient of days aſſumed from everlaſting 
ages; theſe were the tranſporting names by 
which he was called, and to which he anſwered 
through all the records of time, and theſe im- 
mortal characters by which the Star of Jacob, 
and the Glory of the Gentiles hath revealed him- 
ſelf to men, are plainly engraved in the vol- 
umes of eternity; there the ſacred epithets ſtand 
recorded, and will be had in everlaſting eſteem 
by all that love his ame. 

But the Dr. informs the world, that theſe 
grand and diſtinguiſhing titles, relating to the 
perſon and office of Chriſt, are no way relative 
to his faith; from hence we may conelude; with- 
out any breach of charity; that the Doctor's 
faith is not of the right kind; for if it was 
true and genuine, it Would conſtrain him to 
acknowledge the Meffiah to be the true God, 
and the everlaſting King, according to the pro- 


Þhet Jercmiah's declaration, Jer. x. 10. -/ 
| | . I have 


Tn) 


Þ have often admired, in ſearching the tho 
ered hiſtory of Divine revelation, with what 
rare and exäctneſs this doctrine is ſtated both in 
the Old and New Teſtaments, with what copi- 
ouſneſs it is diſplayed, with what zeal and 
fervency of ſpirit it is urged by the facred pen- 
men; and with what unwearied zeal] and dili- 
gence, it is guarded from the inſults of wicked 
men by all the prophets and apoſtles; if I was 
to tranſmit” the proofs that offer to lend their 
aſbſtance on this 'eccaſion, I might tranſcribe 
a conſiderable part of the Old and New Teſta- 
ments, but it will be-ſufficient to obſerve to my 
readers, that the Divinity of Chriſt is a funda- 
mental article of the chriſtian faith; it is cal- 
led the foundation of God, which ſtands ſure ; 
though many defy it, and others endeavour to 
baniſh it from their E p it is, nevertheleſs, 
reckoned among the rinciples of the does | 
trines of Chriſt, 2 the belief of i it is abſolutely. 
neceſſary to eternal life ; as the. whole glory of 
the goſpel is connected with it, and thoſe who 
deny it, muſt not only be t of the 
_ tures, but of the power of 

I am not miſtaken, it was this doctrine 
tha fo much offended the obſtinate Jews, and 
the ſelf-righteous -Scribes and Phariſtes, becauſe 
he made himſelf equal with God; ahd have we 
not many ſuch ignorant Jews m our age, who 
reject the council of againſt themſelves, 
and deny the Divinity of our ſupreme Lord, 
notwithſtanding it is the manifeſt doctrine of the 
holy Bible, and the doctrine of _ life; a 
doctrine witneſſed by all the prophets and a+ 

Kock. und the doctrine of — le 
| eker tumſelf; yet chere are a ſet of men in 
| our 


te 
our age who deny it, notwithſtanding Chriſt 
himſelf hath ſaid, -I and-my Father” arc one, 
yet how many miniſters of darkneſs are there 
who reject this ſacred truth, but there is à time 
coming, when every Arian ſhall knowy that 
Jeſus is-the true God and eternal life ;-----That 
Chriſt is inferior and ſubordinate to the Father 
in his human nature, all our orthodox divines 
will admit, but that he is inferior in his Divine 
nature cannot be; fof there is a oneneſs and 
an equality in their nature, eſſence, power and 
glory; there is an equal concord, and a perpe- 
tual union of counſel between them both, there 
is a oneneſs of perfection and glory in - them; 
In Chriſt d wells all the fulneſs f the Godbead, 
SBodily, Col. ii. 9. not only the ff but all 
the fulneſs of the Godhead, and not only in 
part, but bodily in him; hence he is repreſented 
as the brightneſs of the Fathers inconceivable 
glory, Ia thee, ſays the pious Dr. Watts, tb 
Father's glories ſhines therefore, ſays the holy 
One of Iſrael; He that hath /een- mo, hath ſeen 
the: Futber. He that hath: beheld my glory, as 

the . glory of the only begotten, Son of God, 
hath ſeen the Father, that is, the image of his 
inviſible and incomprehenſible Deity ; ſo that 
Chriſt muſt. be a Divine perſon, and he is repre- 
ſented by one of the firſt writers of the New 
Teſtament ; Od over all, Haſed for ever. And 
if he was. not the incomprehenſible, immutable 
Divinty, divine homage would never be aſcrib- 
ed to him; whereas the apoſtle Paul puts this 
matter out of all doubt, and ſpraks as thought 
he would ſtop the mouth of every Arian, 2. Theſ. 
ii. 16. Now: our Lord Jeſus Chyift and Cod, &c. 
Here the apoſtle aſſerts, that the whole r 
1 | - . Þ caling 


6 75. ), 
pleaſing epichets do belong to 97 Saviour, and 
ay. he is the ſu 3 0 obj of reli 

ſhip here addreſſed, and in this p 


his Divinity; and the Prophet. Thank, ih rs 
was, favoured, wi A e Ae 

the glory of Chriſt, .fons of gg 
were waiting around on OY in” re of Hh 


ſubmiſſion, with their faces ve! od before his hi 
pteme effulgence; - The hundred and forty four 
thouſand, and all the 1 angels nom be- 


fore the throne, pay divine 


age to uy 
they worſhip and adore him as 


down their crowns: of hono at his feet, aff 


ing, Thaw s art N receive bleſſing, 
and honour, and than „ and power, and 
glory, Rev. V. 12, 4% 
God ' wor id ge He i; 6: And the ſaints 
below, Lac as. God, 2 aſcribe, the 
whole glo b che their . and ſalvation 
to nn "they. worſhip him in ſpirit and in 
truth; bar there is none by ſearching can find 
oe God, none by all their ſearch can Hind, out. 
| * Divinity to perfection. Net's 


The bright, the, bleſz' d Divinity is known 
1d comprefiended by himſelf alone, 1 5 


N. 


Fo our ſight ende in his everlaſting na 1c the” 
divine. myſtery of the unfearchable ity, We. 
may admire and agore, , though we can. never, 


fully comprehend. or expreſs. it. 


His is worth if all the nations knew, 
I. would. eek 3 * him to... 


0 N 20 
U = 


ys wor- 
age: he is 
for before the Father, which is, a 2 plain proof. of. 


4 all the.angels 0 of 


Pd 
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Whom have I in Heaven but, thee ts the 
language of every humble worthipper of Jeſus, | 
1 is it not the invariable acknowledgment of 
ery ſincere worſhipper in the eſtabliſhed church | 
1 their moſt ore devotion, *©* 7 believe in 
ONE LORD JESUS, very GOD of very GOD, 
whom all things were gh And the fame | 
octrine we have abundantly confirmed by our 
learned divines, in the Weſtminſter Confeſſion of 
Faith ; Moreover, our Lord himſelf ee to 
prove this point, 'Deut. vi. Hear, O Iſrael, the 
Lord our God is one 9 2 ----Hear, O Iſrael, it 
was enjoined upon them, becauſe it is abſolute- 
ly neceſſary to be believed, in order to ſalvati- 
on; men are not left to their own reaſoning 
about this matter; the ſeriptures has fixed our 
creed, and we muſt W by it, if eyer we en». 
ter into life eternal, for it is v "certain, there | 
can. be no ſalvation without, 1t,----No Arian 
can ever be ſaved; it is impoſſible, for he chat 
denies the Divinity of Chriſt, dehies God him-* 
ſelf,----1f ye believe not that { am he, ye Tat 
die in your fins, John viii. 24. r, John. . 
It is an awful thing to deny the Divinity of 
Chriſt. He that Jenieth me, ſays Chriſt, that is, 
my Divinity, my infinite Deity, my eternal 
power and Gabel, him will I deny before men 
and angels. It is really aſtoniſhing how men. 
can dare to aſſume the chriſtian name, who de- 
ny the Divinity of Chriſt ; this muſt be 
treacherous hana indeed; ” hereby they not 
only deceive themſelves, but they rob" the Sa- 


viour of his glory, crucify him afreſh, and put 
him to open ſhame; when this diftinguiſbing 
article df chriftianity is baniſhed from dur pul- 
its, and from our aſſemblies, farrwel to = 
ike 


45 


life and power of chriſtianity ; then, antichrift 
comes in like a flood. I pity from my very 
heart, the people who are under ſuch. a miniſ- 
try; but let thoſe deluded teachers, theſe falſe 
tongues, thoſe ſans, of infidelity, remember, — 
God, who is ever jealous of his gory, will, ere 
long, bring them to an account eſe things, 
If Jeſus of Nazareth be not truly and properly 
Gor Th are the Arian's baptized in his Name? 
'Or, what can induce them ta make a. profeflion 
of him, and vainly call him their Saviqur? 
If he is not God, he cannpt be a, Saviour, 
neither can be faye his people e from eir fins; 
whereas, if the ſcripture be true, there is no o- 
ther name under Fler r whereby men can be 
'faved, neither is there ſalvation in any other z 
0 that his exalted as a Prince and a. 
viour, to give repentance unto Iſrael, and — 
'miſfion of ſins, and his rg Ja ge people with 
an everlaſting Ritten, are 

tible proofs of his Diyinity.— To whom will 


_ thoſe proud ;hlaſphemers liken the ho e Gon, of 


"*Iftgel — 76 whom, ſaith he 

2 e liken. me 5 55 haye often ee wha 

| Br, "rife t 9 ſuch r unpardonable. 55 
for I take, jt to be the ſin unto death N 
1 John v., 1 17. and if we „ „ 


Way we will, travel to what, part of the — 4 


we will, bg, may. ſee What havock this - 
cious ſentiment has made among the grebe 
of teligſon -G to the congregations of the 
 Arians, there you may ſee what an angry God 
has done for iheir great impiety, and the dread- 
Fl bla phony offered to his un-created excel- 
lency ;, he has not only given them up to ſtrange 
deluſions, 4 Believe a * out he has left 12 


1. 


moſt 1ncont * 


_—_ 1 

15 had almoſt ſaid, without 'a withefs to "the 

of his ineffable Divinity. R arte 

. deration indeed 1-----Let: Ne miniſters 

t ſtand forth; get ye up into o the ſanctu 

8 Fn of the molt ahi ga? for Zion's f 
Hold, 


Aar, Je g 
a fay,----Spt 0 Lock. 
To, CE. Fon iinpiety, 
Jet 9 90 ed Divinity, 
not Graw dhe breath, the impitp breath, that 
—_—_— in the eaſt deny thee Go 
have 9 85 ate Bo 1 ok can be the ten- 


bon Why ſo mary. f our les eg Purkirs th 
3 and __ the ity of. SAR, 4g 
the manner they do, from Meg: 5 

ETD tempted 18 ho eve, it 
be Nauf they” dere en ge Fe, 


loi. 


ty in our e = 110 ie: 
21 fot innings th We mut have 
Fme knowledge of, and Sheen for the object a 


"of our -wo before pro Homage can be 
BY 3 eleſs, it is ko eg ng? divi- 
our corrupt age, to deny the Godhead 

a il Bly but uch os 4 be who they 
Will, and every act of ſuch h Wöfſhip p; has no 
*mibre djyinity than ftocks- and ſtones. And in- 
ae, it is imm pofffble it mould be otherwiſe; a” 


0 99. oy 
i the heart is not fixed upon à proper . 
it is ſet pon fore — Fa has nothapp 
neſs to give, its promiſes are all lies, 3 os 
buy ng are all In O may the Lord, 
the Spirit, impreſi important truths 
the hearts of all my readers, ad ad denn. 
to all truth, as it is in Jeſus, | of1 

I have often liſtened; with 
ſion, to the complaints of — the humble 
fallawers- of | Jeſus in the Narth f ireland; who 
ate tortured and oppreſſed with another goſpel, 
-by their ſeducing teachers, who conſtantly en- 
dea vour to ſeduce them by a ſtrange doctrine. 
But I would adviſe them to beware of ſuch 
men. To the law and to the teſtimony is my 
Amal appeal. Men and brethren, ſcarrbh ne 
Scriptures, imitate the noble rann; ſee whe- 
ther theſe things be ſo or not. I think I may 
with ſafety venture my everlaſting all on tlie 
immutable Divinity of Chriſt, and even pledge 
all my hopes, and all my claim to eternal hap- 
pineſs on this immoveable rock of ages, that 
dure foundation laid in Zion, chat en wy 
_abideth for ever - 
hat could give riſe to ſuch an pd. 
ſentiment, I - cannot | conceive.-»--Suppoſe we 
- ſhould, be miſtaken in the hope. of Hrael, or he 
diſappointed in our expectations; what injury 
can we ſuſtain by our believing, that he: is able 
to ſave to the utmoſt, all that come unto Gad 
by him? Can there be any evil ariſe from our 
dependence upon his immutable Divinity ? Ry 
no means; but on the contrary, he that believ- 
eth not on the Son of God, hath got life, and 
the wrath of God abideth on him I wiſn my 
weden were elne to exgmiat choſe —_ 

true 
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truths with due inſpeQtioni; I perſuade mytlf 
upon the cloſeſt. reflection, they would have no 
reaſon to reckan the time thus ſpent among their 
loſt hours; for the Divinity of Chriſt is one of 
the nobleſt ſubjects I can treat upon, or the 
reader attend to. It is the ſtandard of ortho- 
doxy, and the doctrint of NR my os GW 
of all acceptation. 114 2 22 
Sometimes I have * bene, unt 
the great condaſoenſion of tie un- created An- 
gel of the 'coyenant, in taking a human body 
and a reaſonable ſoul, into union with his Di 
vine . perſon, and, in the fulneſs of time, oon- 


daeſcending to be born of the virgin, in the like- 


neſs of ſinful fleſh; was the leading circumſtance 
which gave riſe to the doctrine of .Ariani/m, for 
thereby the AMfaſſab became incarnate, GOD, 
manifeſt in the fleth.----the Godhead was mani- 
feſt in his manhood, manifeſt to the angels, 
manifeſt to the ſhepherds, and it is manifeſt to 
all that believe; but we are not to ſuppoſe that 
his human nature, as to. his body, or ſoul, pre- 
exiſted his incarnation, for, in the fulneſs of 
time he was formed in the womb of the virgin, 
in an extraordinary manner, and born of her; 
and the hiſtory which the two evangeliſts, Mat- 
thew and. Loeb: give of. the MESSIAH, * 
his Divinity, his eternal power and Godhead. 
Matthew givrs a legal line of Chriſt, ſhewing 
him to be the heir to the throne. of his father 
David. Luke gives the natural line of Chriſt; 
and as Matthew traces his genealagy down from 
Abraham, in a deſcending line no ſeph, the 
huſpand of Mary, the mather of. ſeſus. - 
Luke traces it upwards, in an aſcend; g line, 
from Mary by: * 158 to n to whom 
"the 


PNC 
the Meſfiah was firſt promiſed, So that every 
_ circumſtance of his conception and incarnation, 


proves his Divinity, and the angels which ap- 


peared to the ſhepherds after his nativity, gave 
teſtimony, to this. doctrine, Luke ii, 11. Inte 
you ,is born, this day, in the city of David, a 
SAVIOUR, which 1s CHRIST the LORD, 


Thomas ' prefixed his ſeal to this doctrine; he 


calls him My LORD and 8 60D; and the a- 
le Job prefixes his ſeal to it, in the moſt, 
plicit manner, ' John i. 1, 2, 3, 4. In the beg- 


gining, faid that evangelical writer, was be 


word, and the word was God. Every 5 
reader will allow, that the word is the birth o 


the mind; Chriſt is the eſential word that ( ke 


for the choſen generation, before. the birth of 
time, before the curtains of the ſkies were ſpread, 


or the foundations of the earth was laid; he 


ſpoke in their favour in the counci} and cove- 
nant peace. The blefſed Jeſus, in the begin- 
ning, „d things out of nothing, by the 
word of his power ; he ſaid, Let there be light, 
and there wal light, He 1 2 with an audible 
voice in the conſtitution of the material world, 
when it came forth from his all- creating hand, 
and faid, concerning the works of creation, 
They are all very good; He ſpeaks naw to his 
people in his word; he ſpeaks in precious pro- 
miſes; that Divine perſon who at ſundry times, 
and in divers manners ſpoke to the fathers of 
old, ſpeaks by his Spirit, and by his grace to 
his people no, he is the interpreter of the Di- 
_ vine councils, and makes known to his people 
the way of life and falvation.----And the word 
a, God, that is, the eſſential word, Jeſus 
Chriſt was God, | ; 

VOL, I. F He 


— 
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— Was in he lakes wth, 8 that 518 
rom , eternity, t 


. 1. 
as ong brough ought up 1 my 5 P — 
Je was with him ka the. ſcheme of 

W q 


tion was formed, : Seas of 4 
tion were choſen and _ Jen rignd 
names were put into the x = life, and 


thers left out; he wah. 3 with him, when the. ſo- 
lemn tranſaction was ſettled between Frm; 
when the choſen, Ps SE Were 8! ven to 
committed to his care, and preſerved in him, ny 
conſequence of their . union to him. 
the reſult of. his e at the Kat Ale 
way an, honourable, Ae peace conglud- 
ed; juſtice was ſatis ed, law 
| 1 an everlaſting righteouſneſs, compleated ; 
to crown, the whole, God. was reconci 
e accepted in the beloved, and com- 
e in the Divine purpoſe, 0 
14. Col. i, 20. 2 C. y 19.7 
are Pang the e 1 adorable mea- 
ſures of his infinite Dn With what aſto- 
0h a WE (pee Men. this gl Fenn maple 
"Morne, all 9 25 Were made 1 viſible 
and invifible, Heaveny. can and. fea, aud al 
their created inhabitants, every living. creature 
that was made; he is the t cauſe, of. it. 
When we conſider the work of creation, and 
contemplate the wongers,of the firmament, the 
fun, the moon and. the ſta all the ſhin- 
ing hoſts, above, we may, fr ly. le 
maler of them als he gave; m their being 
and their beauty, he made ed when they, were 
not, he created the materials of- Which they are 


n 
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Sompofed, and he moulded them into the end- 


: Horn teyye end of their wonderful forms. He 
recovered the veſſels of mercy when fallen, and 
redeemed them when they were Joſt. He up- 
holds wem, otherwiſe they would utterly fall in- 
to ruin. He actuates them, otherwiſe 
would be lifeleſs,” He ſupplies all thoir wants 
out of hig unſearchable riches in glory; and 
out of his inexhauſtible,/ immenſe fulneſs, they 
receive grace for grate; ſo that the whole weight 
of ereation and providence reſts upon his mighty 
arm, and receives the whole harmony of jos its 8 
tion from his unerring wiſdom, in à word 
creatures do, in their way, magnify the Loa 
Jeſus, and bear witneſs to his powers as their 
ator, ſo that we are obli to the Son in 
conjunction with the Father, and the everlaſti 
ppiri, for all the bleſſings of nature, grace a 
gory © which gives an era * to 
Divinity, 
| Without him, ſays the ficred writer, wes not 
any. thing made that war made, that i is, without 
his knowledge, without his concurrence, with- 
out his approbatjon, was not any thing made 
that was made, therefore, ſaid the Almigh 
Father to the Almighty and to the” 
mighty Spirit, Let us make man, Gen, i. 36. A 
convincing 8 proof of the unity of the three Di- 
vine perſong in the Trinity, Father, Son and 
Spirit, and theſe three are one, r John v. 7. 
There is an union of council, and a perpetual 
concord between the un- divided three one God; 
there is an equality in their nature, eſſence, 
power and glory, ſo that there nothing made, ä 
no, not from t at ele of inactive mat- 
ted intelligence, but 
What 


. 
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what bears the impreſs of the Redeemer's kali 
oning ſkill; therefore, from the {s of his 
works, and from the operation of his hands, we 
cannot once doubt of his Divinity. The apaſtle 
John manifeſted an unwearied zeal in favour of 
this delightful doctrine, and adds, In bim wat 
life, ſpiritual life, Divine life, eternal life, of 
the ſame nature e with the Father, _ the ever- 
laſting Spirit; and whatever operates, operates 
by an emanation from his all- f — He is 

the author and fountain of life; temporal, ſpiri- 
tual and-eternal; in him was life originally, in- 
dependently, and from all eternity; he lived 
before, his incarnation, as Mediator and Redeem- 
er; and he ever liveth to make interceſſion for 
his people, therefore, he is ſtiled, by one of the 
fiſt writers of the New Teſtament,” Jeſus Chriſt, 
the ſame yeſterday, te day, and for ever. He ex- 
iſted from all eternity as a Divine perſon, his 


goings forth were of old, and his eternal gene- 


ration, as. God, is ſuper-excellent, therefore, it 
is called goings-forth, in the plural number, to 
ſhew its , ſuperior - excellency; and the apoſtle 
Paul, when ſpeaking of the Star of Jacob, -adds, 
Thou Lord, in . Wia didft lay the- foun- 
dations of the earth, and tbe Heavens are tbe 
work f thine hands. Heb. i. 10. He lived be- 
fore the flood; he appeared to Abraham and to 
Moſes, in the /; neither did he paſs by un- 
noticed the three. children in the Gary furnace, 
Dan. iii. 25. _ Job knew this, and ſpoke. of him. 
I know that my Redeemer liveth, Job xix. 25. 
Which was long before his appearance in our 
world; and he acted upon our recovery when 
Adam and Eve fell, as he'did upon the creation, 
though his human nature was then without 2 

; X an 
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and void of biman ſhape. When darkneſs o- 
vered the face of the earth, he brake ſilence 


with his all-coοmmanding voice; Let there be 


ght, that was the morning of our goſpel; when 
day-flar from on high firſt viſited our dark 
— and brought life and immortality to 
light. It was then, our firſt parents were aſſur- 
ed, that the ſeed of the woman ſhould bruiſe 
the ſerpent, and be hiveth for ever. The proofs 
are ſo plain, I am ready to lay down my pen, 
and proceed no farther ; but I beg leave to add, 
| that whoſo honoureth not the Son, by owning 
and confeſling him to be the true God, and e- 
ternal life, honoureth not the Father; let his 
ro be what it will, and his attainmente 
e never fo conſiderable; thou Oy be maſ- 
ter of eloquence, and have t tongue of the 
learned, and underſtand all myſteries ;; if he de- 
nies the Divinity of Chriſt, he has no right to 
claim any — to chriſtianity. Can 4. 
an be a 72 of the Divine nature, and 
Chrift formed in his heart? Can he be 
transformed into the Divine image of Jeſus, 
and at the ſame time deny his Divinity ? 
Ir ig all impoflible.”” They are- liars and anti- 
chriſt who o Mo. equality of the Father and 
the Son, 1 John ii. 22, wa 1 have often won- 
dered at the patience and forbearance of the- 
| * God, in bearing with the daring inſults 
His perñdious adverſaries. If they were to 
vility tile name of an eatthly king, or appear in 
open arms, and draw the ford againſt our na- 
tional ſovereign, they would be deemed: rebels 
and traitors; their libertes and their properties, 
„their very lives would be forfeited for ſuch 
offence, and all thoſe who preſume to 
F 3 rilify 


e 


vilrfy che ret name of the King eternal, Fs 
the meanneſs of a creature l | 
lickly from the pulpit, 3 er 8, wy 
exert. their influerice agai Hon, perſon 
and ſupreme authority, ſu N ilty 
of high treaſon againg+the, ſupreme. Ma 775 
Heaven, and the Dine law. has al - 
ed the ſentence upon them, nd, 9 that 
all ſuch who lixe and die 0 ſve e 
ver enter into the kingdom 0 0 ot * 

How far the Doctor's pd Tack per mit 
him to proceed againſt the King nai 1 
cannot ſay, at Proton, he (6 ar the 
tion of a, traytor, and 4 rebel 5 27 

af Heaven, like the profane 1 of the 

logical doubts, who, has tainted very air withi 
his e the publick News 
papers, and--who , writes without any; xeſtraint, 
with the moſt unchriſt ian rancour, agaiuſt chis 
momentous artiche of the Gps pel 4... and. every, 
candid, diſcerning reader, w perults that mat 
1 competition, will readily acknowledge, 
his doubtful diſputations, contain, What, 
„% Mert ſpeaks of e 


e evangel 3 ia 


Xn 
Pride, fooliſhneſs ; all thefe evils ly. pros 
ceed from the editor, and defile 1 — Fur | 

the impartiab reader cannot 42 lopk, upon hie 


pernicious compoſition, with the HR 
tuous pity =- Had his .doubry; atiſen ſram any 
religious Sonviction, from beholding in any new 
and favourable light the dogrine gf Divine, re» 
velation, and an eminent faithful | miniſter. of it, 
in the Nerth of Ireland, which he has lately 

de the object of his deriſion; then, perhaps, 

ney: would F EI: in the 


i * F OP Lil as . 4 9310 — 
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br aft judicious perſon 1 But it is mani- 
E45 from tlie Contents, and e pee of hi 


Fayre production, that his chief end and 
is to vilify the Saviour's exalted name, 
ion and bene nevertheleſs, tlie Re: 
gerner will have a'feed to Terve him, 3 gon 
tion that mall call him bleſſed. Though the 
lau ate ignorant of him, and the Saen, ic- 
merten im not; 19505 de will be glotious in 
wie. 1 5 His faithful followers, And preci- 
ons to. all that believe in his name. 
T'think 1 have fad enough on this ſubject to 
determitie the Divine foe 48 of the ſecond A- 
dam, and the union of the three Divine” perſons 
in the d; and ſince our Far cl lepends 
77 he knowledge and belief of cheſe try;hs, 
how careft! Thould' erſons be in their eng arg 
hg mor leaſt * ſfrould be decęeived; 
' wottfd"be of the laſt nierte; ; 
ti of God is an hiding-plact from tha 

| 22 tempeſts, à ſure un alia kth 
| — . — defence, a on Bs a ſure foun Fer 
an everlaſtitig inheritance for the rig 1 505 to 
truſt in at all thnes; tfieſe are the winning titles 
the 5 alfumes, and to which he always 
anſwered, therefore the expectations of His peo- 
ple cannot be diſappointed y and thoſe facred 
titles evidently prove, that his name is. Divine, 
and above every name on earth, and in Heaven ; ; 
that his nature is Divine, that his N his 
covenant, his word and promiſe,” tus gifts ob 
graces, and. ef pecially, his love ſhed abrgad i 
the heart, are all. F and Divine; an if 
the attributes and perfections of the Almighty 
Saviour are Divine, what muſt the Divine ori- 


be? 
F4 Tell 


E 


them — 75 the Lord of boſs. 


( 32 1 
Tell us, ye deſpiſers of the ſtrength of Iſrael, 


| Whoaſſume the character of divines, if men were 
| to rob you of your ſacred. titles, or even Je 


the” ſignature of reverehid on the ſuperſcri 
bf your letters, would it not incur your di <a 


ſure ?---And will ye rob the Sayiour of his Di- 


Pe whoſe uncreated name 16 boly and, revered ? 
ſalm io 3. Rather let your, tongues cleave 


to roof bf your mouths, exploy them 
in den dreadful blaſphemy.; We Nw there (OE 4 


4 ee ſouls to eternal ruin, ----"Keep not ſi- 


ence ye watchmen of IIrael, awake ye) Dugyit 
ſouls, a put your pe armour on, it is 
more than time for you to declare among, the 
Gentiles, the unſearc ble riches of Chriſt; go 
tell the word that be | 1s. the true God, and eter- 
nal life, 1 John v. 20. Let the miniſters of 
darkneſs ſpread all their baits, to ſeduce delud- 
ed mortals to ruin; let them caſt in the ſcale 
all their arts and ſciences, their na iloſo- 


phy, and their wild. imaginations of boaſted rea- 


mit the Divinity of Chriſt 5 what will 
'this avail, yr] It will be no more than briars 
and thorns before a conſutning fire : it is all un- 
ſubſtantial, and light as vanity. - will _ 


** — 


| x © 1 TIC. | 
Olfernatvns k © ae of the . "yy 
Turin. | 


HAT. is yet more aftoniſhing, - it is not 
enough for heſe. ſons of infidelity to des 


ny the Divint of our ſupreme Lord, but they 


[muſt profane ſacrifice, 7 count the blood 
of the e covenant an l thing, Heb. x. 29. 


deny ing 


(%\) 
the. atonement and . ſatisfaction of his 
Tale he ue that he died only as an ex- 
ample, and as a teſtimony to his doctrine, which 
I chink. is one of the molt horrid doctrines. that 
ever reached the cars of ſinful, men,-—--Thus is 
making the croſs of Chriſt of none effect, and 
deſtroying, the grace in which we ſtand ; where- 
ab the death ang ſufferings of Chriſt, is the 
1 f all our . the doc+ 
trine of the croſs, is the glory of our religion, 
and the only l of the believers hope 
for eternal lie; and the conſideration of his be- 
ing ſet forth and fore-ordained a propitiation for 
the ſins of his people, is the foundation of all 
our comfort, . Rom. fi. 23. This important 
| doctrine was, opened to the patriarchs of. old, 
yuh the 2 eye· ids of the morning, and ĩt 


n c the 2 of . 1 9 for 
th ps jy nts wean 


death oF riſt was fore» 
The puniſhment | 
due to his people . upon him, by his own 
23 in up _ of, — repeal and p pos 
agreed to, before t ti and this is 
one of the ſecrets of God, among his inviſible 
myſteries, which is Par py to. bis prope by 
the ageney of the Divine Spirit. 
1 the, queſtion under conſideration is, What 
was the diſti and favourite article that 
t had in view, when he made his ſoul an 
ring for lin; when he endured. his bitter a- 
gen and his bloody ſweata when he was 
aken from priſon and from, 3 40 t, and led 
K ln 85 the laughter; when he endured 
the croſs, and bowed his rincely head, and gave 
up the ghoſt ?----Was all this only for our ex- 


en nnn W 


2 


< % A. 
dis bitte Avid this rents] for When he 


Wag. fiſt dee b udas and the q _ 

officers, the 5 80 1 faſd to 

verſaries, - ye yeh K me, let their why, 

fem Vill. was ihe mel in 5885 fin 
Ie Thats with him, 'of 5 itter 


s ſufferings 7 he loved them too well ina! 
Ws uridergo the Tuffer! Bip their 25 


admit . ee N ? 17 humi- 
4 and umpot gulle in 
oh ag ve i lean bf im. 7 
kn pM ects lovely l b. reqdily * 
8 and bf we' teach But 


125 
a be and Neil, Ton 
= wer to conceive; or to make 
tenſe of 55 | bars 'he died is moft certam, but 
to ey, that YE died therely 36 ont” Example, is 
rich; and if any of tmy Yeaters 5 1 55 
Dolicitous to Know for hrt he di 


leave to ahſifet, 3 was not fUr Himel, R 
V. it was er tlie Tot UF faith; for the 
whole" fdtnily of 


in Heaven, | 

it . tm for 2 een the Father 

hed given SME, "Joh i. 37., Eis childre th, Ms 
Marge, his pe eee If the 
ture be true, Por 1 085 10 Wee, K „ 
not for theit iittiple,” I with Sur teverend | 
genttemen would explain” ts HY" hearers, ho 
the death of Chirift was for" their example. "Fed 
not an example fignify* 4 thigg t6 be imitated 
— 5 * after? But did evet tlie illuſttibus 
wird any of his, difriples to partici- 


fees te of e nein ? 6p: from it. 8 
ar was the unrl 8 of from bei 

example to his People that he died to diver 
rm from ſuffering Clem. e el. that 


they 


/ 


C a 
might go free, he" ſuffer for tht: 
uyuſt, to bring them to that 
Chriſt was their N. 0 ogy tg 16 428 no dif- 
ferener between. a ſubſtityte and an example ? 
Between the price of our redemption, and the 
example of our Redeemer ? Is there no differences 
between the life and death of Chriſt? I think 
there is, for he lived: a holy life, but he died a 
ſhameful and a moſt ignominious death; ſo that: 
it his death be only, for our d Nmple, it muſti 
a thamefal enample, It is really aſtoniſhing 
to think what pitiful ſhifts. many of our reves 
rend divines make, fot Want df- u words to 
ſet forth their τdoctrine. Are they maiters 
of arts and: ſeiences;tand verſed in the rules of 
logie and natural Philaſepiy, and Knoweth nat 
theſe things? As there id a material difference 
between the ſubject and the predicate, ſo there 
certainly is a differenee betwern the influence of 
* mes o s i plates and the efficaeie ol his death. 
e his people, bodyrand:ſoul, 
ol —— reſult of the Saviour's death; thib was 
the diſtinguiſhing article he had 1 in views: -when he 
undertook the nous work: of man's ſalvati- 
on. For this pur ſe he e ohedrent unto 
death, even the Fab of the croſs, there was a 
model of glory laid in the ſufferings and death of 
Chriſt, that will out · ſhine the exeation, and out-hve 
the world. When the Heavens and the carth are 
away, he will reſerve a memorial of his ſuf- 
ferings to all generations. -A was wounded for 
their traſgreſſions and btuiſed for their iniquities, 
will be the language of the Redeemer cancerning 
his people, 0 All eternity: ſo that che n 
and death of Chriſt, inſtead of being 
USSR PEREIRA IR light aud ad eons his 
en; 


( 9) 

choſen; there is not the dow of a eloud up- 
on this delightful doctrine; it is full of grace 
and truth. er 7 * art healed, is the 
in variable language of every believer. But if 
. the gals ty wy ven, and all che men upon 
been offered up as a ſacrifice for ſin, 
it dps have been of no DT Ol to the veſſels of 
mercy. -A'firite creature could never make in- 
finite ſatis faction to the Juſtice of God; none 
but the ſurety: of God's elect ;' he made peace by 
the blood of his croſs. © From what I have offered 
ro the death "ng let the reader judge what' 

the Saviour died for; whether for an example,' 


or as a Redeemer; which leads me to take fore 


notice of the teſtimony, which our eden di- 
vines ſay, his death gàve to his doctrine 
1 have already obſerved to my dender, that 

the death of Chriſt was ignominious and ſhame- 

ful. The death of the croſs Was enough to 
ſlartle all mankind; to ſee a perſon ing out 
of the world, diſeſteemed by men, and fotfaken 

by God; to ſee a perſon ſpit upon, ' crowned 

„with thorns, pierced, and loaded with i ignominy 

and reproach, crying out, in the bitter agonies 

of une xpteſſive grief, My Joul' is exceeding ſor- 
rowful, ever unto death. To ſee him expire 
under every torment of body, bp 1 1 8 of 
foul.----Surely, ſuch a teſtimony as this, to con- 
firm:a doctrine, muſt have à very Canfavergble 
| aſpect ; indeed, had he gone off as Stephen” ds 


with extacy of | joy; or had the bright 
ans of the juſt attended him in his lingering oat 
ments, from” Mount ravary, till he had gained 
tze top of the everlaſting Hills; had he aſcend- 
ad the unknown and trackleſs ber as Elij ab 
my in a 2 chariot, it might have put a fa- 
vourable 


(99 )- 

vourable gloſs upon their new tradition; But 
his paſſing through. the gloomy” territories of 
death, in the way to his throne, with every for- 


midable look of horror; the aſpect mult be 


dreadful ; to hear him, in his expiring agonies, 
cry out, My God, my God, why haſt thou for- 
ſaken me? Such a teſtimony muſt, I think, ra- 
ther aftoniſh. and terrify the beholders, than af- 
ford them any ſatisfaction, ſo that ſuch a notior 
muſt be contrary both to ſcripture and reaſon. 
If the death of Chriſt: was only for an ex- 
ample, and to confirm his doctrine, I beg leave 
to aſk our maſters in Iſrael, to what purpoſe do 
they frequent the Lord's-Supper in both its 
an of Is it to commemorate his example and 
doctrine as often as they do it? Or is it to com- 
memorate his death till he come ? May he who 
has the reſidue of the Spirit, ſend” him to take 
away ignorance from every unhelieyer of this 
doctrine, for happy are all they who thus beliey 
and live in him; have redemption through 
his blood, even the forgiveneſs of ſins, accord 
ing to the riches of his grace, All that I 
ſhall ſay more at preſent, on this ſubject, is, 
that when the doctrine of atonement is denied; 
wherever the death and ſatisfaction. of Chriſt is 
rejected; the man of ſin comes in like a flood, 
I. ſhall «cloſe this ſection, with the words of a 
learned divine in the North of Ireland, Chrift 
proved his doctrine by his miracles, but his death 
could only prove that he was in earneſt, and the 
reality of his pretenſions is demonſtrated by his 
reſurrection 2 the dead, Without this, his 


death could not prove the truth of his doctrines, 


for at this rate Atbeiſm muſt be true, or the 
right ſentiment, becauſe Cæſar Vanini died a 
martyr for that abſurd opinion.“. SECT. 
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Bemis en "Mr: Walter Richards ale 
7 eee 


IN the «por of af pro- 
teſted * 6 of the Doctor's errors ; 
Wee I moſt readily juſtify him in forme 
Ed wherein Mr. Richards has miſrepre- 
ted his ſentiments, and grievouſly evaded the 
force of the Doctor! s arguments. ö 
The Dr. in his fore: cited compalition, took 
fion to ſet forth certain errors in the church 
pf Rope, repreſented in ſcripture under the cha- 
rater of a woman, comprized in that ſublime 
Pachege, R Rev. xvii. 4. this ſentiment not coming 
within the reach if that reverend gentleman's 
abilities, he charges the Ur. of hearing hard 
upon the fair ſex, and pranouncea, they will 
never forgive him, whereas there.is not. a ſingle 
7 in the Whole aragraph, that 2 — 
the leaſt indignity on the * fair, 
rout induce Mr, Richards thus 1 7 hig 
folly, I cannot conceive; but we will hope it 
was not an intentional mifrepreſentation, for be 
editor acknowledges in his preface, ect 5s 
that -he has not, Knowingly, evaded the force 
of the Doctor's arguments; therefare, we may 
conclude, it was not an intentional miſtake, but 
rather a deficiency i in the author's underſtanding, 
For my part, I muſt confeſs, I expected Mr. 
Richards would have anſwered the Dr. in a 
- Tnore eligible ＋ at lea that he 20000 5 
have a at Wen We The — 0 


of f refinement, and tat AN ius, ln 

ever keep in view; but his LAS 21 been 

conſpicuous, that a r{on, with the dim 8 | 

ot nature, may calily perceive it. 

frumbles at ne Dine 4 of. Chi, e 
ponent be che d e 


— as Ile impropricty 7 the" 4 
the Meri of Git. 

(HE Dr. aſcertains, That mio a qua · 

lity not applicable to God, he is above 

. for no can have merit in acting con. 

formable to his own will,” 

Here I think the Dr. bas diſtovered: chew 
thor of genius; * Fog reſfects honour 
10 che oaths; kal ich, I think, every per- 
ſon of refinement will admire; but Mr. Richards 
. objects to the above ſentiment; and informs the 

ubjick, © If the word merit, has any meaning, 
k is che virtuous ſtate of a free intelligent mind, 
with the actions conſequent ' » vl it, which 
Tnakes it our duty to give prai 

Was ever a philoſopher fo bewildered and 
miſtaken about the of the word merit, 
if it has any meaning Can the phraſe admit 
any 8 or — bo which carries the 9 
W ＋ the greateſt mal? FRE — 


+ Co J.. 

"never read, or did he never know, that 
he Word merit has a meaning, and generally 
Ignifies to de/erve, and with the greateſt pro- 
Priety may be applied to men, who frequently 
jerit honour and eſteent from their fellow mor- 
tals,” on actount of their vatour and fidelity; 
but this can by o means'be applicable to t 10 
Er for he is as far above merit, as. 

Heavens are above the earth, and exalted 
far above all bleſſing and praiſe, Neh. ix. 5. 
. the phraſe, the merits. of 
Chrift, frequently. occurs in_ many valuable com- 
poſitions, and it is frequently ufed by many 
able divines, of manifold denqminations, in their 
publick and ſolemn devotions; but when it id 
applied to the /econd Peron of the adorable 
rinity, I think it is extremely wrong, becauſe 
it offers great indignity to the glory of the 
great Redeemer. I have ſometimes met the 
phraſe in the writings of the learned and pious 
Mr. Hervey, who, nevertheleſs, acknowledges 
it to be a phraſe of dubious import, which he 
can ** no means admire. See Aſpaſio vin. page 
35. I beg leave; to appeal to the learned pre- 
lates off our national church, and other divines 
of the maſt. dignified characters, if eyex the 
met the phraſe, either in the Old 'or New Tet. 
taments; I am ſue it was never mentioned by 
any of the prophets or apoſtles, and therefore 
ought not to be uſed in our ſolemn afſemblie: 
ſpecially as it detracts / from the dignity, an 
glory of the. al-ſuſicient .Sqviour, and aſcribes 
hat glory. 46 the. creature, , which" alone is due 
to. th (ie, in, i ol os goons ws 5, 
. ſubmit to the determination of the imparti- 
al reader, whether the thing merited or * 
| d, 


6973 
ed, does not ſuppoſe ſomething that was "0 
originally the perſons own, but another's, 8, 


What he has not ef uired, which n s 
conveys the ideg deficiency ay noel 
15 the perl = ip to we it is TE rand 


uppoſe we admit the De © icable.to 
Jeſus, hat can Says the 08 all that is 
ovely. be ſaid tg Werle or deſerve, that he was 


bet led of, before the birth of time, and 
ore the foundati s of the hills were laid? 
For the alen faust, n, all dwell'a 
few moments upon the ez. at can the 
eat Unknown be ſaid to 155 Red ths Þ — 
ures yet flowing is right han 
and et — 1 96 living ane — number- 
leſs millions of happy ſpirits quench their in- 
finite defires, and * themiſelves with the 
pure ſtreams that run for ever freſh, 'and which 
can never diminiſh ?-——Let but rea- 
fon ſpeak, and it will anſwer, that we may as 
ſoon queſtion the Redeerer's exiſtence, queſ⸗- 
tion any deficiency in him, and if there was any 
want or emptineſs in him ; if there was any 


room left for deſire, or any thing „ Wat 
1 if 4 Tas not a preſent help to his a 


ted fed ve all their 7 of need ;----- 


we may wander from che fountain, 
52 * en ciſterns, and L e the ocean, 
ſhallow ſtreams; but when there is no want 10 
him, when Be. flleth all in all, what can he be 
ſaid to merit or deſerve ? Was - 4 _ known that 


wy 4 roſe 9 7 has he fountain bd 
as Almi th ever * dirmini ? 
A can, and” gt till then, can he 


he ſaid to merit. ind admit this was the caſe 
from whom >, © Gs. of Tie merit 
vor. * is 


/ 


3 (980 
Is it from the Father, and the everlaſting Spi- 
rit ? This cannot be, ſince he is equal with them, 
neither can he merit from angels, or ſinful men. 
Andeed ſuch a tenet may ſuit the Arians, 
who depreciate the immutable Divinity to the 
inferiority of a creature; and if this blaſphe- 
mous tenet could once be proved, then the 
Rock f ages may be ſaid to merit from the Fa- 
ther; but are we Arians ? I hope there are ma- 
ny pious ſouls into whoſe hands theſe may come, 
who will readily join with me, in extoling: the 
Saviour far above_merit, NN 
Ion, I have ſometimes heard men of learn- 
ing and piety, ſpeak much of the merits. of 
Chriſt; and I have liſtened to the uncertain, un- 
ſatisfying ſound, with a filent confufion, be- 
cauſe it cannot. be ſupported by Divine authori- 
ty, for his e excellencies muſt be di- 
miniſhed, before he can be ſaid to merit any 
addition. Tell me, ye maſters of arts and ei- 
ences, if you can, what Omnipotent fulneſs can 
merit? Is it riches and honour, dominion and 
wer, things preſent and things to come, viſ- 
ible and inviſible 3 is it grace and glory? The 
oracles of Heaven puts this matter out of all 
doubt, and aſſures us, That in him are hid all 
| the treaſures of. wiſdom and knowledge; and the 
ſame evangelical writer adds, It hath pleaſed 


the. Father, that in him ſvould all fulneſs dwell. © 


Moreover, he was anointed above his fellows, 
and received the Spirit without meaſure, John 
iii. 34. therefore it muſt be, not only a contra- 
diction, but alſo an. impoſſibility, for Omnipo- 
tent fulneſs to merit or deſerve what he was 
originally. ſſeſſed of. Who can ſay to the Al- 
mighty, One thing thou R - 

| 8 ol [4 


. 
. 


His 


tion the phrafe. 
| | acknowledge, many of my brethren in the 


'(-'99 ) 
our proteſt divines can give for oy 
ffered to the Almighty | Saviour 
t conceive. 4 
He dare ſpeak jt to an exrchly monarch, 


0 Voi it not offer great indignity to majeſty, 


to tell him, that he merits or deſerves liberty 
for His lawful fubjeQs, and pardon for offend- 
ing rebels, When it is his royal prerogative, to 
ve his ſubjects liberty, and his royal cemency 
forgive traitors to his crown and ignity 3 
How much mote muſt it reflect indignity to the 
ing eternal, to aſſert, that he merits liberty and 
veneſs for His lawful captives ; when it is 
royal prerogative; to make his people free, 
and "Nis royal clemency, to forgive offending ' 


moxtals; which he does freely, far his own 


Wants Take not for his merits /ake ; in conſe- 
g uence of which, the F ather i is fd” to he well 


| Bar with t in Chriſt ;-----Not for his 


its ſake, but for his righteouſneſs ſake. More- 
over, they are ſaid to have redemption through 
his blood; not through his merits; and the for- 
ny of ſins, through the riches of grace, 
t through the merits of Chriſt, The ſerip- 
tures are very clear and explicit upon this point, 
without a double meaning, and aſſures us, that 
by the obedience of Chriſt, many are made righte- 
dus, not by the merirs of Chriſt ; and by his 


? Epe we are healed, * by his merits. The 


writers were very careful never to men- 


iſtry, of manifold minations, and of ſu- 
— | abilities, have made uſe of the phraſe in 
r publick and ſolemn devoti for a long 


e * 2 any deſign of deviating 


1 from 


1 SOS eee 
from the ſacred oracles of truth, or depreciating ' 
the un- created glories of the Son of God. Some 
divines have aſſured me, by the merits of 

they mean the virtue and efficacy of his ſuffer- 


hereby. 
Here I would wiſn to detain the reader's at- 
Jes oh for a few mene while I Pan 2 
thqughts on this particular. admit, the 
ſtrength of Iſrael and the Saviour thereof, by his 
ſufferings and death, obtained eternal redempti- 
on for bis people, and thereby he purchaſed the 
church of God, Acts xx. 28. And this was 
what the promiſed Meſſiah had in view, when 
he gave his life a ranſom for them; therefore 
| they are called to this day, the purchaſed peſ- 
ſeſſion, Eph. i, 14.----But is there no difference 
between meriting a poſſeſſion, ang purchaſing of 
it? What elſe can be the meaning of theſe pa- 
thetic expreſſions, Ze are bought with 4 price? 
How can this be if they are merited ? Would it 
not be an evident contradiction of terms to ſay, 
that they are merited with à price? If this be 
ſenſe, if it is conſiſtent with ſound philo, 
ſophy, with religion or reaſon, I am greatly 
miſtaken. Shay gs | ENG, 
I Fonfeſs, it would give me ſacred 22 
if any thing my pen can produce, ſhould 
he reader in his enquiry on this ſubject. It 
was the oppoſition which has of late been made 
to this ſentiment, gave me occaſion to ſearch 
further into it, I own, ſome perſons may merit 
a poſſeſſion in the church, by their obliging man- 
ners, and liberal attainments; others may merit 
a poſſeſſion in the ſtate, by their valour and 
delity, which ſuppoſes, it was what on. Frau 
not originally; but this can by no means be apr 
| | pligable 


ings and death, and what he obtained t 


2 . 
þlicuble to the original of all fulneſs, the high 
e 7 1 our we and the Forerunner of 
is people. Though he was incomparable and 
deal abde in promoting his Fat d Gly on 
earth, he did not merit the choſen generation, nor 
à place in their hearts, neither did he merit, or 
purchaſe any bleſſings for them; theſe were all 
provided for their ſupply, before the birth of 
time, in the everlaſting covenant of grace, and 
laid up in him, who is the Angel of tbe cove- 
nant, and the Head of all. Let us hear what the 
great Orato? of all the nations of the earth pro- 
. claims on this ſuhject. Ic, not this laid up in 
fore with me, and ſraled up among my treaſures ? 
Deut. xXxii. 34. And the beneficent Giver of 
Every gift, in due time, freely beſtows 
theſe bleſſings on them; and his infinite good- 
nefs can never be diminiſhed, whatever bleifings 
his generous hand communicates to his people ; 
endleſs liberality cannot in the leaſt diminiſh his 
Fulneſs ; the ſtreams may ſooner roll back to 
their fountain, and the conrſe of nature be re- 
verſed, rather than the original of all exiſtence 
can fail, or be ſaid to merit or want. means to 
ring tos purpoſes. to paſs; his glory admits of 
ho addition; the praiſes of angels cannot height- 
en it, nor all the powers of darkneſs Ani it; 
therefore it is impoſſible that he can merit. In- 
deed if his hand was ſhortened that he could · not 
fave, or if his ear was heavy, that he could not 
hear; if the ſprings of his bounty were ſealed 
up, and his perpetual beneficence was but once 
impoveriſhed, then we ſhould have ſome cauſe 
to believe the doctrine of merit; but while the 
fountain continues undiminiſhed, it muſt be dif 
 ingenuous to the higheſt degree, and 1 IN 


4 
 Hbſt ſaid inexculable, to eſpouſe fuck a fuper⸗ 
ſtitious tenet z indeed if he was as man, that he 82 
could repent, or if he had promiſed any thing: 
beyond his power to perform; then his CHER 
Fulneſs would be ' uncertain, and his goodneſs, 
would he precarious; but are thoſe infinite per- 
fections for which we adore him, imaginary 


2 
of 
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ulpir,, declare, that there is à fulneſs of merit 
in Chriſt, and à redundancy Uf merit in him. 
For my part, I confeſs Lam t a loſs to con- 
deive what. our ſpeakers and wiiters mean by 
is ambiguous mode of ſpeech; they might ry 
* * . W | 


tw) 


Well ſay , that there is a redundancy af deſery- 
ings in Chriſt; but how would ſuch inconſiſt- 


enk expreſſions grate. upon the ears of à diſcern- 


ing audience -I admit, there is a fulneſs of 
wiſdom, - power, righteouſneſs and ſtrength, and 
a Fulneſs of all grace, treaſured up in him, and 
all the-fulneſs: of the "Godhead ; but there is as 
great a difference between, the perfections of his 
and that popiſßh tenet merit, as there is 


2 darkneſs. and light; indeed were I to 


attend , I ſhould not wonder to hear the 


doctrine of merit, for it is one of the main pil- 


lars of the Romiſh church, it as taught very 


early by the 
_ - monkiſh; form runs in the 


ou. 


the monks in their W and the 
—— lowing. words unto 
this. nf Me ws : 
$6 God 11 thee, my ir rather, "The } merirs 
of the . pation of. our d ſeſus Chriſt, and 


2 the mers of the bleſſefl. Virgin Mary, the 


merit of all the ſaints, and the merit, of thy 


„ own order, the ſtrictneſs of th by religion, the 
5 good, works which thau,, done, and 


une Merits is che 3 oriterial.— But do 
With an air 


e e eee 


1 ar ty 


ſhalt do, ſhall be availed with a rant tho? 


4 the merits of Chet 


What, a deal of ſuperititious cringe is 155 | 


gies, 


we, My. Wanne 
part a 


are W called 
de en 
„ DH OUT, . 


trium 


doctrine 


Well ik the learned 


£ 
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bt 1 diſtance from this ſuperſtitious ron intrs- 

duced into the Romiſtt church b 
. the eighth; Land as to my 1 the 
Proteſtant Diffenting dess chte den, 'T fincerely | 
tom they would neither touth, nor taſte, nor 
dle, in their pulpits; this Hain traditions 
' which ch Uekiles the temple of bur God, deflles his 
ſacred worthip, and offers the greateſt indignity 
to the füpreme Object of Pixie adoration. Per- 
haps ſome of the Roiſh elergy; will be ready 
to imagihe, that I am too ſevere upon them, 
that 1 . en "mangted bne of the imain pillars of 
their chürch, at & very unmereiful rate; it may 
be ſo, for I Proteſt __ us muth as I do 


| again Popery; and I hope my Proteſtant bre- 


thern of every "denotmitiationl, wilt learn the im- 
. propriety of the phraſe; from the pen of one; 
ho is Jeſs than the lealt among them; and if I 
have touched any, my | ory cage to the quick; 
or put any of thefn to pa by treating on-this 
fubject, 1 — $142 nor by way of 
oftentatioh br to find fault, but rather-to make 
way- for @ citre; to purge our afſemblies from the 
relicks of Popery 

And ſuppoſe it was poflibie for Hirh who is 
the firſt and the laſt, and the great ſprimg of all 
exiſtence, to merit of deſerve y' whit are the oh- 
jects 'of the Creator's dependahoœe; ute they an- 
gels or ſin men? 'Tis'true, Mr. Richards aſcer- 
tains, that Gd merit. from hit creatures ſore 


ws 899d; honour, and eſteem, atid/that he deſerves 
fed then; F that were poſ- 

" he » But where Re met With this trumpe- 

„ cannot conceive; "bleſs in che ſchool of 
eds 1 confeſs, if I Had not ſome know- 

Leuge of the editor, 1 hoid ſuſpect that he was 

N | tinetured 


| @ 203 ) 

 tifitured; deeply tinctured with the ſuperſtitions ä 
bf the church Rome. Does God merit im- 
bilities from his creatures; does he merit 

om them what they neither have, hor ever 
will be able to perform? Amazing ſtupidity [---- 
Have Mr. Richards forgot, or did he hever know, 
that man cannòt be profitable to his Maker, 
and how he tan ſuppoſe that an Almighty ſove⸗ 
reign, ho is immenſely rich, and whoſe riches 
are unſearchableʒ can merit from inſolvent men, 
cannot conceive. Can infinite, merit from fi- 
nite i. Can perfection, merit from imperfecti- 
on d Is it poſſible for infallible wiſdom, to merit 
from mere fully; or un- created excelleney, merit 
from à lump of impurity ? Can the fountain 
merit from the treams z or the tree merit from 
the N. No more tan an infinitely holy God, 
merit unholy men; it cannot be; it is all 

impoſſible; neither can he merit from his miniſ- 

tring * 4 he er. them with com- 
parative fo ys = eir cr centers 
alone in him: 
( Amy, i diſderuing Tecdes 
will allow, that all men owe a debt of _— 
rude to their Maker and if fo; na 
their debts, before they can boaſt 22 thing 
worthy of Divine mant z and og bemgs 
can make #'Teco! 
are ſo 


* . 
e e 
3 a ; never 
e airy cos moe God _ ior 
Tight to ttery therefore it is 1 e that 
God can merit from any Cs A 
him for ths beſt of men make a recompenſe to 
6 this was a 
Farety's 


6050 50 


er * work ; ant he ade reopen: 
fins of his 
wg not merit 


— Dan. ix. 
24, Rot merited it; or — it is other wiſe illuſ- 
.trated' by that divine philoſopher Paul- Hav- 
ing made peace through the blond of his crofs, 
Colli K 2. but not through the metits af his 
oroſs. Merit could never magnify the law, 
nor make it honourable, neither could it make 
ſatisfaction to Divine juſtice; ; | Witious the ſbed- 
"bx of blood there" is: ne remiſſibn; whereas, if 
merit would have been fufficient, 'his-1invaluable 
dite might have been * and if there was 
any * in the beſt worthy of Divine 
merit, they would be more pure than 
[their Maker, ha ara whereof toi glory; where- 
as they have 3 boaſt of, but 2 
nefs and vanity: £912 Gi 101 lun; 
Therefore, if we have peace. vich God, it 10 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, not: through his 
merits. If che ſaints are divinely: fait and mel 
ine his eyes, it is through his: comaline(s put 
upon them; not through his merita ; and if ever 
| they are ſaved, it will be through rich grace, 
not through the merits of Chriſt, _—_ — 
guage of the liſtening milhiona now before 
throne, is, Tan bat redremedi ive; to: God 9.2 
bays not — _ merits, ' It is neculeſs me 
5 _ longer on the import of the 
b mer merit: —＋ given my fentimenis at 
Jarge on the ſubject, — readily acquieſce with 
the Dr. See bis page 134 Meng is un inferior 
Virius, anly applioable io men. I Mould not have 
abuſed the readers Patience on this 8 


54 . \ 


C 
had not Mr. Richards taken ſo much pains to 
ei the meaning of the word, at laſt 
e leaves the reader in anxious ſuſpence. 
And concludes, *© Let this paſs.” But 
how that reverend. gentleman can expect the 
diſcerning reader will let counterfeit paſs for 
fterling, or chaff paſs for wheat, I cannot con- 
ceive, for my part, I ſhall leave it with the 
reader, and proceed to my ſecond volume, 


ExD or Tüt rixsb Vouuue, 


E 


* 


